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IT  too  frequently  happens,  that  the  Public  find 
it  difficult  to  obtain  clear  and  fatisfactory  in- 
formation, upon  thofe  fubjects  which  materially 
concern  them  :  and  whilft  Truth  is  with-held  by 
fome,  and  Falfehood  induftrioufly  circulated  by 
others,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  opinions  which  arc 
adopted,  and  the  decifions  which  are  formed, 
Ihould  be  erroneous.  This  Error  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected, rather  than  blamed ;  for  what  right  have 
we  to  expect,  that  no  attention  mould  be  paid  to 
the  information  which  is  produced,  becaufe  more 
authentic  information  may  be  produced  ?  or  that 
no  judgement  mould  be  fuffered  to  pafs  upon  the 
evidence  which  is  collected,  becaufe  it  is  poflible 
that  more  complete  evidence  may  be  collected  here- 
after ?  If,  however,  fuch  Errors,  when  they  arife 
in  common  life,  are  not  to  be  blamed,  or  at  leaft  not 
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with  a  philofophical  feverity,  yet  they  ought,  uri- 
doubtedly,  to  be  corrected :  and  the  proper  mode1 
of  correcting  them,  is,  by  producing  Truth,  and 
oppofing  it  to  Falfehood.  But  here  difficulties  are 
apt  to  arife1 ;  and  that  communication  of  cirdum- 
ftantial  Truth,  which  is  neceffary  to  the  eluci- 
dation of  any  particular  fubject,  cannot,  in  many 
inftances,  be  looked  for,  except  from  thofe  per- 
sons who  are  fo  intimately  connected  with  that 
fubject,  that  their  impartiality  is  immediately 
queftioned :  and  it  may  be,  that  Truth  itfelf, 
coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  will  meet  with  a 
much  lefs  favourable  reception  in  the  world,  than 
anonymous  Falfehood. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  reafoning  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  myfelf,  when  I  venture  to  deliver  to 
the  Public  any  information,  or  any  opinion,  rela- 
tive to  the  fubject  of  Tea.  It  is,  I  confefs,  a 
fubject  which  is  placed  fo  near  to  me,  that  fome 
doubt  may  reaforiably  be  entertained,  whether  I 
can  view  it  in  a  juft  light.  I  will  only  fay,  that  I 
have  mod  carefully  endeavoured  to  do  fo,  by  re- 
moving myfelf,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  to  the  proper 
^oint  of  diftance;  and  as  the  thing,  however  diffi- 
cult, is  by  no  means  impoffible,  I  requeft  that 
the  Public  will  not  prejudge  my  failure  in  this 
attempt  at  Impartiality.  I  have  watched  myfelf 
narrowly :  I  expect  to  be,  and  I  even  wifh  to  be, 
watched  narrowly  by  others ;  and  mould  it  be 
found,  that  whilft  I  am  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  adoption  of  prejudices,  I  am  under  the  influ- 
ence 
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Mce  of  them  myfelf,  I  readily  confefs  that  I  mall 
then  merit  the  fevered  reproof. 

There  is  one  other  fufpicion  which  I  wilh  to  guard 
againft :  it  is  that  of  my  being  biafTed  by  party 
opinions.  The  very  idea  of  a  perfon  in  my  humble 
lituation  of  life,  attaching  himfelf  to  a  Party,  and 
fancying  that  he  is  capable  of  affording  it  fervice 
and  fupport,  is,  I  confefs,  perfectly  ridiculous.  And 
yet  fuch  things,  ridiculous  as  they  may  feem,  are 
believed  actually  to  happen :  and  I  have  already 
been  told,  more  than  once,  that  in  the  unimportant 
part  which  I  have  hitherto  taken  in  this  bufinefs,  I 
have  been  guided,  not  by  principle,  but  by  party 
attachments,  or  even  party  influence.  This  is  an 
opinion  which  I  am  anxious  to  remove,  becaufe, 
whilft  it  is  entertained,  I  cannot  poffibly  be  thought 
deferving  of  a  moment's  attention.  I  fhould,  it  is 
trup,  receive  fatisfaction,  let  who  would  be  Minifter, 
in  promoting  any  plan  of  general  utility.  And, 
unlefs  the  wheel  of  Government  were  very  cracked 
and  crazed  indeed,  I  would  rather  be  the  unaf- 
fuming  fly  that  goes  with  it,  than  the  impertinent 
pebble  that  endeavours  to  obftrucl:  its  motion.  It 
is  true,  that  I  have  frequently  waited  upon  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  alked  me  many  queftions 
relative  to  the  Tea-trade.  I  have  anfwered  them 
as  fairly  and  as  explicitly  as  I  could  :  I  truft,  with- : 
out  rudenefs  •,  I  am  fure,  without  fervility :  and  if 
any  other  Minifter  had  thought  proper  to  confult 
me  upon  a  fubject,  which  thus  nearly  concerned 
my  own  profefiion,  and  the  Public  in  general,  I 
would  haye  given  to  him,  as  I  have  done  to  the 
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prefent  Minifter,  the  beft  information  in  my  power. 
But  it  is  high  time  to  quit  this  Introduction,  and 
to  haften  to  that  iubjecl:  to  which  it  is  intended  to 
lead. 

I  believe  it  will  be  generally  allowed,  that  the 
late  Act  of  Parliament*  by  which  an  alteration  was 
made  in  the  duties  upon  Tea,  and  an  additional 
duty  was  laid  upon  Windows,  does,  at  this  moment, 
very  much  engage  the  public  attention.  In  order 
to  throw,  if  poflible,  fome  light  upon  this  fubject, 
I  would  wifh  to  confider,  in  the  firft  place,  what 
was  the  original  Caufe,  and  alfo  the  Intent  of  this 
Bill ;  to  (hew,  in  the  fecond  place,  in  what  refpects, 
it  has  hitheito  failed,  and  the  caufcs  of  that  failure  j 
and  laftly,  to  point  out,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my 
power,  thofe  methods  which  are  moft  likely  to  cor- 
rect this  failure  ;  to  remove  the  principal  objections 
that  are  made  to  this  Act,  and  to  render  it  pro- 
ductive of  the  good  purpofes  for  which  it  wa^, 
framed. 

That  the  caufe  of  this  Bill  may  be  properly  un* 
derftood,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  recollect,  that  the* 
Eaft  India  Company  polfefs  an  exclufive  right  of 
fupplying  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  De- 
pendencies of  Great  Britain,  with  Tea.  Of  this 
right  the  Company  have  been  fo  far  deprived,  and 
the  Smuggler  has  become  fo  formidable  a  rival,  that, 
upon  the.  moil  moderate  computation,  they  fhared 
the  Tea-trade  equally  between  them  j  and,  accord* 
ing  to  fome  calculations,  the  Smuggler  had  two 
thirds  of  it.  This  infringement  upon  the  cor*K 
merce  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  was,  clearly,  a 
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matter  of  very  great  importance  to  themfelvcs  x  it 
was  alfo  an  evil  which  fo  materially  affected  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Public  in  general,  that  fome  remedy 
appeared  to  be  indifpenfably  neceflary.    The  article 
of  Tea  had  been  fo  repeatedly  an  object  of  taxation,, 
that  the  duty  upon  it  amounted,  at  length,  to  very 
nearly  cent,  per  cent. :    and  fuch  a  temptation  was 
confequently  held  out  for  the  evafion  of  this  duty, 
that  the  utmoft  rigor  of  the  Excife  Laws  afforded  but 
a  very  feeble  check  to  it.     Nay  more,  thofe  Excife 
Laws,  which  had  been  framed  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  this  evil,  were  converted,  by  the  wifdom  of  the 
difobedient,  into  its  protection  :  and  the  fame  Per- 
mit which  was  granted  for  the  Teas  of  the  Eaft; 
India  Company,  (heltered  thofe  of  the  Smuggler. 
To  fo  great  a  height  had  this  illegal  traffic  been 
carried,  that  dealers,  refiding  even  in  the  Capital, 
could  almoft  conftantly  purchafe  very  large  quan- 
tities of  Tea,  which,  it  was  well  known,  had  never 
paid  any  duty  •,    and  which  neverthelefs  came  into 
the  dealer's  fhop,  with  as  regular  a   Permit,  and 
with  as-  much  fafety,  as  if  the  goods  had  been  de- 
livered from  the  warehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  had  paid  the  full  duties,     Nor  was  this 
trade  confined  to  perfons  in  a  fmali  way  of  bufinefs, 
or  of  doubtful  character  in  the  world :    it  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  moft  extenfive  dealers,  and  by  thofe 
who  pofieffed  the  faireft  reputation.     It  was  carried, 
on  too  by  thofe  who  avowed,  and  defended  the  deed. 
I  am  glad  they  did  avow  it ;   for  it  faves  me  the 
unpleafant  office  of  firfl:  mentioning,-  as  I  certainly 
ftiouldhave  thought  it  my  duty  to  do,  a  practice, 
•which*,  however  faoctified  by  numbers,  I  have  uni- 
formly 
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formly  condemned  and  avoided.  Nor  do  J  claim  any 
fynd  of  merit  in  having  done  fo.  1  avoided  the  prac- 
tice, becaufe  I  thought  it  wrong :  other  people 
adopted  it,  becaufe  they  thought  it  right :  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  fame  act  wjll  defervedly  be  pro- 
nounced either  good  or  bad,  according  to  the  diffe- 
rent laws  by  which  it  is  triejd.  Whatever  opinion 
may  be  formed  upon  thefe  Laws  of  the  Tea-dealers,  I 
think  it  will  be  uniyerfally  allowed,  that  that  law  of 
the  land,  which  leaves  every  man  at  liberty  tp  aft  as 
he  pleafes,  and  which  ferves  as  a  reftraint  to  thofe 
only  who  are  a  reftraint  to  themfelves,  no  longer 
anfwers  the  intentions  of  thole  who  framed  it.  I 
have  mentioned  this  circumftance,  in  order  to  (hew 
the  inefficacy,-  and  the  ftriking  perverfion,  of  the 
Excife  Laws ;  and  I  hope  no  perfon  will  imagine 
that  I  have  thus  touched  upon  the  practical  hiftory 
of  the  Tea-dealers,  in  order  to  aflume  credit,  or  tQ 
draw  advantage,  to  myfelf  at  the  expence  of  others. 
I  repeat,  that  I  am  divulging  no  fecret :  and  I 
never  defire  either  credit  or  advantage,  which  are 
to  be  thus  acquired.  J  am  alfo  happy  to  declare, 
that  there  are  many  perfons  in  the  Tea-trade,  who, 
have  as  cordially  condemned,  and  as  uniformly 
fbunned,  this  practice  as  myfelf. 

It  is  out  of  my  Province,  and,  indeed,  out  of  my 
Power,  to  enumerate  all  the  evils  which  attended 
this  deviation  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company's  Charter.  I  will  content  myfelf  with 
briefly  faying,  that  they  were  deprived  of,  at  leaft, 
half  their  commerce  in  the  important  article  (im- 
portant to  themfelves  at  leaft)  of  Tea :  Government 
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was  defrauded  of  a  confiderable  revenue :  a  very- 
large  fum  was  raifed,  mod  unequally,  and  confe- 
quently  molt  unequitably,  upon  only  a  part  of  the 
confumers  of  Tea ;  the  fair  dealer  was  oppreffed, 
and  almoft  borne  down  by  the  Smuggler ;  and 
foreign  Companies  had  abfolutely  entered  into  the 
China  Trade,  not  to  fupply  the  demands  of  their 
own  country,  but  to  feed  our  illicit  trade. 

After  this  brief,  and,  I  am  fure,  imperf eel:  cata- 
logue of  the  evils  of  Smuggling,  I  may  fairly  affign 
them  as  the  caufe  of  the  late  Bill :  and  no  perfcm,  I 
think,  who  wifhes  well  to  this  country,  will  deny, 
that  the  interference  of  the  legislature  was  become; 
.  highly  neceflary,  in  order  to  oppofe  this  great  and 
growing  evil. 

The  general  Intent  of  this  Bill  already  appears ; 
it  was  the  fupprefiion  of  Smuggling;  and,  thus 
far  at  leaft,  the  intent  was  commendable.  But  it 
is  poflible  that  the  object  in  view  might  be  good, 
and  yet  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  bad:  it  will 
therefore  be  neceflary  to  confider  the  -particular 
means  by  which  Government  intended  to  accomplifh. 
this  defirable  purpofe. 

The  high  duties  upon  Tea  had,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  afforded  a  temptation  to  the  Smuggler, 
which  no  laws  had  been  able  to  counteract.  Nor 
did  it  appear  probable,  that  any,  which  were  con- 
fident with  the  mild  nature  of  the  Britifh  Confti- 
tution,  could  vanquilh  fo  formidable  an  enemy. 
He  was  to  be  deftroyed,  not  by  force  of  arms,  but 
by  the  fuppreflion  of  that  gain,  which  had  hitherto 
encouraged  his  depredations:   and  it  was  reafonable 

to 
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to  conclude,  that  when  nothing  was  to  be  got  by- 
Smuggling,  there  would  be  no  Smuggler.  The 
enormous  duty  upon  Tea  was,  then,  reduced :  and 
fo  little  was  left,  that  it  could  by  no  means  make 
amends  for  that  rifk  to  which  an  illicit  Trade  is 
liable.  Thus  far  all  was  well :  and  thus  far  every 
man  in  the  Kingdom,  except  the  Smuggler,  was 
contented.  But  as  the  reduction  of  the  Duty  upon 
Tea,  of  courfe  reduced  the  public  revenue  j  and  at 
a  time,  when  even  more  money  than  had  hitherto 
been  raifed,  was  requifite,  it  became  abfolurely 
neceflary  to  conftder,  in  what  way  this  deficiency 
mould  be  fupplied.  The  way  which  was  propofed, 
and  which  has  been  adopted,  was>  by  an  additional 
Duty  upon  Windows. 

In  entering  upon  this  part  of  the  fubject,  which 
is  certainly  the  leaft  pleafing  to  myfelf,  and  pro- 
bably to  the  reader,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  the 
fmall  privilege  of  bellowing  a  new  Name  upon  that 
Bill,  which  is  the  object  of  our  prefent  confidera- 
tion.  A  good  Name  would  be  better  than  precious 
ointment,  and  would  at  lean:  cure  thofe  Com- 
plaints, which  are,  I  verily  think,  to  be  attributed 
to  the  bad  Name  which  was  given  to  this  Bill  upon 
its  firft  appearance  in  the  World.  Inftead  of  the 
Commutation  BiJl,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  call  it  the 
"Tea  Bill.  I  (hall  omit,  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  the 
other  appellation  of  the  Window  Bill,  to  which  I 
■confefs  it  has  an  equal  right. 

I  do  not  know  the  words  which  Mr.  Pitt  made 
ufe  of,  when  he  firft  opened  this  Subject  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.     But  if  he  actually  called  it 
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a  Commutation  Bill,  he  furely  could  not  mean  a 
Commutation  of  perfect  pecuniary  Equality:  he  could 
not  mean,  that  every  man  mould  fave  precifely  as 
much  in  the  difference  of  the  Price  of  his  Tea,  as 
he  would  pay  for  his  additional  Tax  upon  Win- 
dows. Unlefs  the  quantities  and  the  prices  of  Tea, 
confumed  in  fimilar  Houfes,  had  been  fimilar,  fuch 
a  Commutation  could  not  poffibly  take  place  :  and 
he  who  could  believe  the  promife  of  fuch  a  pal- 
pable impoflibility,  has  no  right  to  be  fevere  upon 
the  Perfon  who  made  it.  Indeed,  if  I  were  anxious 
to  charge  any  one  with  having  deceived  me,  I  mould 
certainly  wifh  to  bring  fome  better  proof  againffc 
him,  than  his  not  having  performed  a  promife, 
which,  when  it  was  made,  I  muft  have  known  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  perform.  Where  there 
could  be  no  deceit,  there  could  be  no  deceiver. 
But  though  the  Bill  could  not  be  called,  in  this 
fenfe  of  the  word,  a  Commutation  Bill,  yet,  in  an- 
other ienk,  it  might  lay  claim  to  that  Title.  It 
was  to  commute  one  Tax  for  another :  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Public  were  given  to  underftand,  that  the 
new  Tax  would  be,  upon  the  whole,  more  eligible 
than  the  old  one,  for  which  it  was  commuted. 
They  were  not  to  look  for  perfect  pecuniary  equa- 
lity i  but  to  compare  all  thofe  evils  which  were  to 
be  brought  on  by  the  new  Tax,  with  thofe  which 
were  to  be  removed  by  the  alteration  of  the  old 
one.  The  evil  which  is  brought  on  by  the  new 
Tax  is  of  the  pecuniary  kind:  and,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  fums  which  are  to  be  paid  by  individuals 
of  the  different  clafies  which  arc  marked  out  by 
the  Act,  we  muft  allow  it  to  be  a  very  ferious  evil : 
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nor  do  I  wifli  to  make  it  appear  lefs  than  it  actually 
is.  Some  ill  confequences  which  had  arifen  from 
the  old  Tax,  and  which  were  therefore  to  be  im- 
puted to  it,  I  have  already  enumerated.  Nor  was 
the  pecuniary  evil  by  any  means  a  trivial  one. 
This  evil  was  to  be,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  and 
the  other  evils  were  to  be  almoft  completely,  re- 
moved. Now  if  for  the  pecuniary  evil  of  the  new 
Tax,  the  Public  in  general  were  to  receive  a  ma- 
terial, though  not  a  perfectly  adequate,  pecuniary 
compenfation  j  and  if  the  other  evils  which  had 
already  injured,  and  were  likely  to  injure  ftill  more, 
the  revenue,  the  commerce,  and  the  commercial 
integrity,  of  this  country,  were  to  be  completely 
removed,  I  really  think  I  might  venture  to  fay, 
that  the  Bill  would,  in  that  cafe,  hold  out  an  advan- 
tageous commutation  to  the  Public.  This,  too, 
was  the  commutation  which  I  always  thought  was 
intended  to  be  held  out;  and  whatever  the  Minifter 
might  fay,  when  this  fubject  was  firft,  and,  per- 
haps, fomewhat  haftily,  mentioned  in  the  Houfe, 
*  I  am  fure  that  afterwards,  when  it  came  to  be  fully 
debated,  he, did  exprefsly  declare,  that  this  Bill  did 
not  promife  an  exact  pecuniary  equality. 

As  far  then  as  I  can  judge  of  the  Intent  of  this 
Bill,  it  was,  ro  fupprefs  the  Smuggling  of  Tea,  by 
reducing  the  duty  upon  it;  and  to  make  good  to 
the  Revenue  the  lofs  which  this  reduction  'would 
occafion,  by  a  new  duty,  which  mould  be,  upon  the 
whole,  more  eligible  than  the  old  one. 

Having  thus  confidered  the  Caufe,  and  the  In- 
tent %  of  the  Tea  Bill,  I  mail  now  endeavour  to 
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fhew  in  what  refpe&s  it  has  hitherto  failed,  and  the 
Caufes  of  that  failure. 

Of  that  grand  object,  the  fuppreflion  of  Smug- 
gling, it  is  too  foon  to  judge. — The  unlawful  Tea 
which  was  in  the  kingdom  when  this  Bill  pafled 
into  a  law,  was  not,  by  that  law,  to  be  annihilated : 
and  the  Tea  which  was  upon  the  continent,  and 
which  had  been  imported  thither  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  fupplying  this  ifland,  was  not  likely  to 
be  averted,  even  by  that  reduction  of  price  at  which 
the  Bill  aimed,  from  its  original  deftination.  The 
Owners  of  fuch  Tea  would  naturally  think  it  more 
eligible  to  difpofe  of  their  goods  at  a  considerable 
lofs,  than  not  to  difpofe  of  them  at  all.  And  if 
the  diligence  of  Smugglers  was  capable  of  being 
encreafed,  it  was  likely  to  be  fo,  for  a  time,  by  that 
aft,  which  threatened  their  final  deftru&ion.  I  am 
not  therefore  alarmed  by  the  temporary  prevalence 
of  Smuggling,  or  elevated  by  its  temporary  ceffa- 
tion :  But  I  look  forward  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
fuch  moderate  prices  of  Tea  in  this  country,  as 
fhall  prevent  any  foreign  nation  from  importing 
that  commodity  from  China,  for  our  ufe ;  perhaps 
for  its  own.  If,  however,  the  prefent  fituation  of 
Smuggling  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  criterion  by 
which  the  merits  of  the  Tea  Bill  are  to  be  already 
judged,  yet  it  is  a  eircumftance  concerning  which 
the  Publick  may  wifli  to  receive  fome  information. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  Smuggling  has 
already  received  a  very  material  check ;  notwith- 
standing large  quantities  of  Tea  are  occafionally 
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landed  upon  fome  parts  of  the  coaft,  and  are  con- 
veyed thenee  under  the  protection  of  very  formi- 
dable parties  of  Smugglers. 

As  a  proof  that  Smuggling  has  actually  received 
a  material  check,  I  am  happy  to  add,  that,  as  I  am 
credibly  informed,  fcarcely  any  loofe  Tea  (for  that 
is  the  appellation  which  has  been  bellowed  upon 
that  fmuggled  Tea  which  was  fold  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  a  legal  Permit)  is  to  be  purchafed  at  this 
time,  in  London. 

By  faying  that  even  the  intended  reduction  of  the 
price  of  Tea  would  not  have  given  immediate  and 
complete  efficacy  to  the  Tea  Bill,  I  do  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  little  confequence,  whe- 
ther the  intended  reduction  took  place,  at  this  time, 
or  not.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence  to  the 
ultimate  object  of  this  Bill :  It  is  a  matter  of  imme- 
diate confequence  to  thofe  perfons,  from  whom  an 
additional  Window  Tax  is  already  exacted ;  and 
nothing  mould  have  induced  me  to  deliver  any 
opinion,  or  any  information,  upon  the  prefent  fub- 
ject,  if  I  had  meant  to  fhrink  from  this  part  of  the 
enquiry.  I  will  endeavour  to  meet  it  fairly. — In 
order  to  do  fo,  I  (hall  compare  thofe  average  prices 
of  Tea  which  were  held  out  before  the  fale,  with 
thofe  at  which  the  Teas  of  the  laft  fale  (including 
both  parts  of  it),  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  private 
trade  fale,  a&yally  fold, 

Average 


Average  Prices  which 
out  before  the  Sale, 
Duty. 

were  held 

exclusive  of 

Per  lb. 

Bohea,         — 

IS.   Qd. 

Congou,         — 

2s.  6d. 

Souchong,     — 
Singlo,         — 
Hylbn,          — 

3  s-  4d. 
3  s.  4.d. 
5s.  8d. 
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Average  Prices  at  which  each  Spe- 
cies of  Tea  has  actually  fold 
fipce  the  16th  of  September, 
exclufive  of  Duty. 

Per  lb. 

is.   yd.% 

4s.  qd.| 

6  s.  5d.| 

■ 3s.  5d. 

6  s.  8d.J 

It  is  right  to  obferve,  that  I  have  not  made  any 
Allowance  for  that  excefs  of  price,  which  it  was 
certainly  reafonable  to  expect,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  plan.  I  muft  alfo  take  notice, 
that  when  the  prices  at  which  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany were  expected  to  fell  their  Teas,  under  the 
new  regulation,  were  firft  mentioned,  not  a  word 
was  faid  upon  the  fubject  of  Difcount :  it  was 
therefore  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  the  cufto- 
jmary  allowance  of  Difcount  would  be  deducted 
from  thofe  prices. 

It  appears,  from  this  comparative  view,  that  the 
average  price  of  Bohea  Tea  is  lefs  than  that  which 
was  held  out  to  the  Public ;  and  of  Singlo,  but 
very  little  more.  With  refpect  to  thefe  fpecies  of 
Tea  there  is,  therefore,  no  caufe  of  complaint. 
The  excefs  in  the  price  of  Hyfon  Tea  is  not  very 
confiderable ;  and  when  we  reflect,  that  difficul- 
ties and  unfavourable  circumftances  ufually  accom- 
pany great  alterations,  and  that  the  alteration  in 
the  duties  upon  Tea  has  had  its  fhare  of  them,  I 
fhould  hope  that  this  failure  in  the  promifed  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  Hyfon  Tea,  would  not  excite 
much  difiatisfaction ;  the  excefs  will,  I  truft,  be  of 

Ihort  duration. 

Of 


(     14     ) 

Of  the  difficulties  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I 
fhali  fhortly  take  further  notice. — The  failure  in 
the  reduction  of  the  Prices  of  Congou  and  Sou- 
chong Teas  is  confiderable  indeed :  and  I  confefs, 
without. fcruple,  that  the  confumers  of  thefe  fpecies 
of  Tea  have  reafon  to  be  extremely  diffatisfied. 
The  reduction  in  the  price  of  Congou  and  Sou- 
chong certainly  does  not  make  any  thing  like  that 
pecuniary  compenfation  for  the  additional  Window 
Tax,  which  every  man,  after  making  the  moft  liberal 
allowance  for  the  difficulties  of  a  new  fcheme,  had 
a  right  to  expect.  I  might,  perhaps,  venture  to 
afTert,  that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
Public  to  pay  8  s.  per  Pound  for  their  Souchong 
Tea  as  they  ufed  to  do,  if  nearly  the  half  of  that 
fum  went  into  the  Public  Treafury,  than  5  j.  8d. 
per  pound  for  the  fame  Tea,  as  they  now  do, — 
when  5  s.  od.  4»9ths  are  paid  to  the  Company,  and 
only  7  d.  5-9ths  for  the  ufe  of  the  Public.  I  have 
not  mentioned  the  Tradefman's  profit  on  either 
fide :  he  doubtlefs  had  it  under  the  old  regulation, 
and  will  doubtlefs  expect  it  under  the  new. 

Though  the  failure  of  the  Tea  Bill,  with  refpect 
to  the  fuppreflion  of  Smuggling,  cannot,  from  the 
prefent  ftate  of  that  Trade,  be  afcertained,  yet  I 
do  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that,  if  the  high  price 
of  Congou  and  Souchong  Teas  mould  continue, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Smuggling  would  alfp 
continue ;  at  lealt  there  is  nothing  in  the  Tea  Bill 
which  could  fupprefs  it;  and  the  merit  of  its  being 
fupprefied  by  any  other  Bill,  would  rather  exagge- 
rate, than  atone  for,  the  failure  of  fuppreflion  by  this 

Bill. 
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Bill.  If  Smuggling  could  have  been  fupprefled, 
whilft:  the  high  prices  of  Tea  continued,  there  was 
no  neceflity  for  a  Commutation,  But  this,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  was,  I  believe,  impoffible. 

It  is,  then,  evident  that  the  Bill  has  hitherto 
failed  to  reduce  the  price  of  Congou  and  Souchong 
Teas  fo  much,  or  any  thing  like  fo  much,  as  ic 
pnght  to  have  done :  arid  this  failure  has  already 
produced  another  failure  ;  viz.  that  of  the  pecu- 
niary Compenfation  which  might  reafonably  have 
been  expected  j  and  unlefs  fome  proper  remedy 
can  be  applied,  it  feems  likely  to  fuperinduce  the 
additional  failure  of  that  grand  object  of  the  Tea 
Bill,  the  Supprefiion  of  Smuggling. 

The  caufes  of  this  failure  are  now  to  be  enume- 
rated. It  was  natural  to  imagine  that  the  Smug- 
gler, and  thofe  perfons  who  had  reconciled  their 
confciences  to  a  Trade,  which,  however  unlawful, 
was  extremely  profitable,  would  endeavour,  by 
every  ftratagem,  to  render  ineffectual  a  Bill,  of 
which  the  avowed  intent  was,  to  deftroy  their  fa- 
vourite Traffic.  The  Firft  Tea  Sale,  fubfequent 
to  the  alteration  of  duty,  confided  of  two  parts  : 
in  the  Firft  part  were  thofe  Teas  which  had  been 
returned  by  the  former  purchafers  to  the  Company  : 
in  the  Second  were  the  new  Teas,  which  were  ne- 
cefTary  to  complete  the  quantity  contained  in  the 
Company's  declaration.  The  commencement  of  the 
firft  part  of  this  Sale  was  fuch,  as  at  once  afto- 
nimed  and  mortified  the  Fair  Dealer,  and  ftrongly 
indicated  the  artful  interference  of  the  Smuggler. 
This  fufpicion  was,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Sale,  re- 
peatedly 
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peatedly  confirmed :  nor  was  it  bare  fufpicion  •, 
for  a  certain  Dealer,  who  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  be  believed  when  he  fays  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  intention  of  Smugglers,  declared,  that 
"  Perfons  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  who 
were  pofTeffed  of  Twenty  or  Thirty  thoufand 
pounds  each,  were  determined  to  keep  up  the 
Prices  of  Tea ;  and  that  they  could  do  fo,  notwith- 
standing any  oppofition  which  they  might  meet 
with."  And  I  have  fince  been  aflured,  that  the 
combination  which  was  formed,  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  prices  of  Tea  at  the  firft  part  of  the  Sale, 
has  been  acknowledged  by  thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it.  I  will  venture  then  to  afTert,  and  I 
believe  every  honeft  and  attentive  #Tea-dealer  will 
join  me  in  the  affertion,  that  the  artful  effort  of  the 
Smuggler  and  his  abettors,  was  one  caufe  of  the 
prefent  failure  of  the  Tea  Bill. 

Nor  had  the  Smuggler,  in  whom  the  oppofite 
qualities  of  Moloch  and  Belial  are  fo  happily  united, 
that  he  is,  at  all  times,  equally  prepared  for  War, 
or  for  Wiles,  a  very  arduous  talk  to  perform  :  for 
every  Tea-dealer  whom  he  met  in  the  Sale-room, 
was  almoft  wholly  deftitute  of  Tea.  We  might, 
therefore,  adopt,  fomewhat  too  readily,  thofe  prices, 
which  neither  our  own  wants,  urgent  as  they  were, 
had  formed,  nor  our  own  judgment  had  approved  ; 
but  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  artifices  of  the 
enemy.  And  let  not  the  Public  be  too  fevere  upon 
the  intemperance  of  thofe,  who  after  having  been 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  famine,  had,  on  a  fudden, 
plenty  fet  before  them.    Nor  were  the  Canifters  of 

the 
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the  Tea-dealers  alone  without  Tea  i  thofe  of  almoft 
every  private  family  in  the  kingdom  had  been  re- 
duced to  their  laft  leaf  i  and  the  fupply  for  each 
meal  was  bought,  grudgingly,  at  the  old  price. 
To  the  1 6th  of  September,  the  day  upon  which 
the  alteration  in  duty  was  to  take  place,  the  Public 
looked  forward  for  the  promifed  and  confolatory 
reduction  of  the  price  of  Tea :  and  it  was  with  the 
utaioft  impatience  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  fhort 
delay,  which  was  neceffary  for  the  fale  of  that  Tea, 
and  for  its  delivery.  The  Public,  who  were  thus 
eager  to  be  fupplied,  will,  I  truft,  exercife  a  little 
lenity  towards  the  fair  dealers  who  were,  perhaps, 
too  eager  to  fupply  them. 

Of  Souchong  and  Congou  Teas  the  fcarcity  was 
ftill  more  extenfive :  for  the  Eaft  India  Company 
themfelves  had  not  by  any  means  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  thofe  fpecies  in  their  warehoufes.  This 
circumftance  was  well  known  to  the  Smuggler: 
and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  could  be  ap- 
prized of  the  weaknefs  of  his  adverfary,  without 
talking  advantage  of  it. 

The  principal  caufes  of  the  prefent  failure  of  the 
Tea  A<5b,  and  the  chief  difficulties  which  accom- 
panied the  Tea  revolution,  were,  then,  the  artifices 
of  the  Smuggler,  and  the  fcarcity  of  Tea  through- 
out the  kingdom :  not  only  in  the  lhop  of  the 
Tea-dealer,  and  in  the  clofet  of  the  confumer, 
but  alfo  in  the  warehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany^    - 

Thefe  caufes  do  not  entirely  agree  with  thofe 
tfhich  have  hitherto  been  produced  to  the  Public ; 

C  for 
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for  the  prefent  failure  in  the  redu&ion  of  the  prictt 
of  Tea  has  repeatedly  been  attributed  to  the  Mini- 
fter,  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  Tea- 
deaters.     With  refpedt  to  the  Minifter,  and  the 
Eaft  India  Company,    it  is  not  my  province  to 
enter,  at  large,  into  a  juftification  of  the  meafures 
of  the  one,  or  of  the  conduct  of  the  other  :    they 
would,  of  courfe,  defpife  fo  feeble  an  advocate.  But 
though  I  (hall  not  attempt  to  fay  every  thing  which 
may  be  faid  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  is  neceffary  that 
I  mould  fay  fomething. — The  Tea  Ad  held  out 
to  the  Public  certain  prices,  at  or  near  which, 
each  fpecies  of  Tea  was  expected  to  be  fold  under 
the  new  regulation :    and  the  Act  alfo  contained 
claufes,  which  were  exprefly  calculated  to  prevent 
any  material  deviation  from  thofe   prices.     The 
Eaft  India  Company  were  to  keep  "  a  ftock  of 
"  Tea,  at  leaft  equal  to  one  year's  confumption, 
"  according  to  the  fales  of  the  preceding  year, 
"  always  beforehand  :    They  were  to  make,  at  the 
"  leaft,  four  fales  in  every  year.    They  were  to  ex~ 
<e  pofe  to  publick  fale,  at  the  leaft,  five  millions  of 
*'  pounds  weight  of  Tea,"  at  the  Firft  Sale ;  and 
to  put  up,  at  the  leaft,  two  millions  and  a  half 
at  the  Second  Sale.     Thus  were  the  Eaft  India 
Company  obliged  to  put  up  at  their  two  firft  Sales, 
a  larger  quantity   of  Tea  than  they  had  ufualljr 
delivered  in  twelve  months  ;  and  a  larger  quantity 
than  the  confumption,  both  legal  and  illegal,  of 
fix  months,  had,  according  to  the  molt  probable 
calculations,  ever  been. 
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The  prices  at  which  each  fpecies  of  Tea  was  to 
be  put  up  at  the  four  firft  fales  were  not  to  exceed 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  Act.  Provifion  was  alfo 
made  for  a  regular  Importation  of  Tea  -,  and  for 
its  never  being  expofed  to  fale  at  higher  prices  than 
thofe  which  it  actually  coil  the  Company.  That 
all  thefe  cautions  mould  immediately  produce  their 
full  effect,  and  that  the  average  prices  of  the  Tea 
which  was  to  be  fold  at  the  firft  fale,  mould  not  at 
all  exceed  thofe  at  which  the  Plan  aimed,  was  more, 
I  believe,  than  Mr.  Pitt  promifed,  or  than  the 
Dealers  in  Tea  expected :  but  I  alfo  believe  that 
both  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Dealers  in  Tea  did  expect, 
that  the  excefs  of  Price  would  have  been  incon- 
fiderable ;  and  confequently  lets,  very  far  lefs,  than 
it  has  actually  been,  with  refpect  to  Congou  and 
Souchong  Teas.  I  own  that  I  did  not  expect  fuch 
a  failure  myfelf:  nor  can  I,  after  the  moft  cool 
and  impartial  examination  of  what  has  paft,  find 
any  reafon  to  condemn  myfelf  for  not  having  ex- 
pected it. 

The  Eaft  India  Directors  appear  to  me  to  have 
done  every  thing  in  their  power,  after  the  Bill  had 
pafied,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  plan,  and  to  infuro 
thofe  reduced  prices  of  Tea  which  it  promifed. 
Inftead  of  putting  up  barely  five  millions  of  Tea 
at  the  firft  Sale,  as  they  were  bound  to  do,  they 
put  up  nearly  fix  millions  and  a  quarter :  nor  was 
this  all ;  for  they  put  up  fome  fpecies  of  Tea,  at 
lower  prices  than  thofe  which  were  mentioned  in 
the  Act.  So  that,  inftead  of  adhering  ftrictly  to 
the  quantity  and  to  the  prices  which  the  Tea  Act 
C  2  would 


(      20      J 

would  have  warranted,  they  made  a  deviation  with 
refpect  to  each,  in  favour  of  the  Public. 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Directors  who 
prefided  at  the  Sale,  faw,  I  hope  with  regret, 
immoderate  prices  given  for  fome  fpecies  of  Tea, 
and  too  much  for  others.  To  reftrain  this  evil 
was,  however,  out  of  their  power  j  and  they  might 
as  well  have  faid  to  the  raging  waves  of  the  ocean, 
as  to  the  defigning  Tea- buyer,  "  Thus  far  (halt 
"  thou  come,  and  no  further.'*  Nay  more,  the 
Directors,  at  the  requeft  of  the  fair  dealers  in 
Tea,  fufpended  the  Sale,  and  adopted  the  advice 
of  thofe  dealers,  in  order  to  reduce,  if  poflible, 
the  prices  which  had  been  given  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Sale. 

It  is,  I  think,  fair  to  obferve,  in  this  place,  that 
though  1  really  think  the  Eaft  India  Directors 
have  thus  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  prefent  high 
prices  of  Tea,  yet  I  do  not  mean  to  affert  that 
they  are  therefore  entitled  to  any  peculiar  degree  of 
praife.  The  Tea  Act  certainly  promifed  confider- 
able  advantages  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  :  but 
all  thefe  advantages  depended  upon  a  reduction  of 
price.  To  endeavour  then  to  put  a  flop  to  thofe 
high  prices,  which  were  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  fpirit  of  the  new  regulation,  was  at  once  the 
intereft  and  the  duty  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
This  part  of  their  duty  had  been  recently  and  ex- 
prefsly  pointed  out  in  the  following  words  of  the 
Act :  «  And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  reafonable  that 
«c  the  faid  United  Company  mould,  in  confide- 
55  ration  of  the  great  fanefit  which  may  refult  to 
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«*•  their  commerce  from  the  reduction  of  dutiei 
«'  hereby  made,  contribute  their  utmoft  endea* 
"  vours  for  fecuring  to  the  Public  the  full  benefit 
*'  which  will  arife  from  an  immediate  and  perma- 
<l  nent  reduction  of  prices,  Sec." 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  Tea-dealers  it  is  my  pe- 
culiar province  to  fpeak :  they  have  been  blamed, 
they  have  been  accufed,  mod  feverely  and  unde- 
fervedly ;  and  common  juftice  requires  that  fome 
perfon  mould  (land  up  in  their  defence.  This 
office  has  fallen  upon  me.  I  wilh  for  their  fake, 
as  well  as  my  own,  that  they  had  found  an  abler 
advocate. 

I  am  aware  that  when  a  Tea-dealer  pleads  the 
caufe  of  Tea-dealers,  his  impartiality  is  likely  to  be 
fufpected ;  but  whatever  attachment  I  have  to 
them,  I  hope  I  have  a  ftill  (ironger  attachment  to 
Truth ;  and  if  I  did  not  know  that  they  merited 
defence,  I  would  not  attempt  to  defend  them. 

The  reader  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me,  if  I  give 
a  fhort  hiltory  of  the  conduct  of  the  Tea-dealers, 
relative  to  the  Tea  Bill.  We  have  not  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  obtrude  ourfelves  upon  the  publick 
notice;  and  having  once  told  our  plain  and  artlefs 
tale,  we  {hall  cheerfully  leave  our  caufe  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Public,  and  retire ;  confident  of 
our  own  integrity  and  of  their  candour. 

The  Tea-dealers  had  long  beheld  the  alarming 
increafe  of  Smuggling ;  and  they  had  found,  that 
every  reftraint,  even  the  belt  which  they  themfelves 
could  recommend,  had  proved  ineffectual :  for  no 
fgoner  was  one  head  fevered  from  this  monfter, 

than 
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than  another  fprouted  up  in  its  place.  The  pur- 
chafe  of  loofe  Tea  was,  at  firft,  confined  to  a  few 
dealers  :  but  when  it  appeared  that  they  carried  on 
their  trade  with  perfect  fecurity,  and  that,  by 
having  difcovered  a  cheaper  market  than  that  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  they  were  underfelling 
the  fair  Trader,  and  obliging  him  to  facrifice 
either  his  juft  profit,  or  his  trade,  the  number  of 
thefe  purchafers  encreafed :  and  at  length  many 
perfons  who  had  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  and  zealoufly 
endeavoured  to  deftroy,  this  commerce  of  art, 
openly,  and  yet  reluctantly,  engaged  in  it. 

A  Committee  of  Tea-dealers  had  been  eftabliflied 
iome  years,  in  order  to  watch  and  counteract  the 
fchemes  of  the  Smuggler :  and  the  Eaft  India 
Company  very  liberally  agreed  to  fubfcribe  500 1. 
towards  the  expences  of  this  Society,  I  need  not 
make  any  apology  to  the  reader  for  declining  to 
g^ve  him  the  detail  of  our  deliberations  :  we  took 
great  pains  to  little  purpofe,  and  were  at  laft  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  the  children  of  this  world  were  too 
wife  for  us. 

It  was,  I  think,  during  the  Seflions  of  Parliar 
ment  before  the  laft,  that  we  were  roufed  from  our 
ftate  of  defpair,  by  being  told  that  a  plan  was  in 
agitation,  for  the  reduction  of  the  duties  upon 
Tea  •,  and  we  underftood  that  this  plan  had  been 
prefented  to  the  Minifter  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  was  favourably  received.  A  Committee 
was  alfo  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  Smuggling ;  and  as  we 
had  reafon,  to  think  that  an  application  from  the 
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Tea-dealers  to  this  Committee,  might  be  of  fer* 
vice,  we  delivered  in  a  plan  fimilar,  or  nearly  fimi- 
lar,  to  that  which  had  been  delivered  to  the  Mini- 
fter  by  the  Eaft  India  Company  :  making,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  few  remarks  upon  the  fubject.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  conference,  relative  to  this  bufi- 
nefs,  was  held  between  the  Duke  of  Portland  (who, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,  was  the  Minuter  at  that 
time)  and  the  Dealers  in  Tea:  or  that  any  an- 
fwer  was  given  to  the  plan  which  had  been  deli- 
vered to  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons; but  the  general  expectation  of  the  Tea- 
dealers  was,  that  fome  alteration  would,  ere  long, 
take  place  in  the  duty  upon  Tea.  The  information 
which  we  were  able  to  obtain  at  the  India  Houfe 
warranted  this  expectation;  and  the  fubfequent 
publication  of  the  Reports  from  the  Committee 
helped  to  confirm  it. 

The  change  in  the  Miniftry,  though  it  threatened 
an  interruption  of  any  plan  of  alteration  which 
might  have  been  formed,  by  no  means  deftroyed 
our  hopes.  It  feemed  to  be  generally  allowed,  by 
all  parties,  that  it  was  become  highly  neceffary  to 
put  a  ftop  to,  or,  at  leaft  to  reduce  within  mode- 
rate bounds,  this  pernicious  practice  of  Smuggling: 
and  we  trufted,  that,  whichever  party  prevailed,  a 
fcheme  of  evident  utility,  would  not  be  abandoned. 

In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  in  which  hope  pre- 
vailed, we  entered  the  Sale-room  at  the  Eaft 
India  Houfe  in  May,  1784.  The  fale  confifted  of 
a  very  large  quantity  of  Tea ;  and  it  was  certainly 
reafonable  that  thofe  perfons  who  were  to  be  the 
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buyers  of  it,  fhould  know>  whether  any  alteration 
ki  the  duty  upon  Tea  was  to  take  place*  or  notj 
before  the  goods  which  were  then  offered  to  fale 
fhoukl  be  difpofed-of.  As  the  Directors,  who  are 
prefent  at  the  Sales,  attend  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
regulating  them,  and  are  not  authorized  to  anfwef 
queftions  of  importance,  in  the  name  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  I  took  care  to  give  proper  notice  to 
the  Gentlemen  in  the  Direction,  on  the  day  previous 
to  the  Sale,  of  the  queftion  which  would  be  afked 
at  the  commencement  of  it,  relative  to  the  ex* 
pected  alteration  of  the  duty  upon  Tea.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Sale,  the  queftion  was  ac- 
cordingly afked ;  and  the  anfwer  given  was,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect  it,  "  That  no  converfation 
had  lately  taken  place  upon  that  fubject  between  the 
Minifter  and  the  Directors ;  that  they  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  expect  any  alteration  in  Duty  at  any  parti* 
cular  time*  but  that  whenever  this  bufinefs  mould 
be  agitated,  we  might  be  afTured  that  the  Gentle- 
men in  the  Direction  would  pay  a  proper  attention 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Holders  of  Tea."  We 
thought  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Directors 
to  fay  more :  we  were,  therefore,  fatisfied  with  their 
anfwer,  and  the  Sale  began. 

At  this  Sale  the  Dealers  in  Tea  were  to  provide 
themfelves  with  Goods  for  the  confumption  of  fix 
months:  the  ufual  diftance  of  one  Sale  from  an* 
other.  And  this  was  done  as  nearly  as,  in  general', 
it  frad  been  done.  Some  perfons  might  buy  rather 
more  than  their  confumption-,  fome  rather  lefs: 
But  there  was  no  material  fpeculation :  and  the 
4  prices 


(     *5     ) 

prices  given  at  this  Sale,  were  the  Fair  prices;  which 
were  juftified  by  the  circumftances  of  the  Trade. 

The  Sale  was  Scarcely  over,  when  the  Tea- 
ctealers,  who  were  of  coiirfe  loaded  with  Goods, 
rieard  that  a  Bill  was  to  be  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, almoft  immediately,  in  order  to  leflen  the 
duty  upon  Tea.  A  Meeting  of  the  Trade  was 
called;  and  a  Committee  was  then  appointed  in 
order  to  wait  upon  the  Minifter,  and  the  Eaft  India 
Directors,  arid  to  take  fuch  other  fteps  as  they  might 
think  rteceftary. 

And  here  I  crave  the  attention  of  the  Public— 
whom  I  am  forry  to  trouble  with  fo  long  a  hiftory— - 
to  the  requifition  of  the  Tea-dealers.  They  re- 
quired that  the  intended  Plan,  which,  they  cori- 
feftedi  promifed  to  be  productive  of  Advantage  to 
themfelves^  might  not,  at  the  outfet,  fubject  them 
to  a  heavy  and  ruinous  lofs.  Every  wifh  of  gaiii 
they  exprefsly  disclaimed.  This  requifition  Was, 
Indeed,  allowed,  by  all  parties,  to  be  perfectly  fair : 
the  only  Queftion  was,  in  what  manner  it  Was  to 
be  complied  with.  The  Modes  which  were  pointed 
out  by  the  Dealers  in  Tea  were  twoi  Firfti  that 
the  Eaft  India  Company  mould  take  back  their 
Teas  at  prime  Coft :  or,  Secondly,  that  a  fufficienc 
time  mould  be  allowed  to  the  Dealers  to  difpofe  of 
their  Stock,  before  any  alteration  in  the  Duty  mould 
take  place.  After  repeated  Meetings  and  repeated 
Deliberations,  the  Eaft  India  Directors,  who,  when 
the  idea  of  their  taking  back  the  Tea  at  prime 
coft  was  firft  mentioned,  feemed  to  think  it  imprac- 
ticable, fent  the  following  Paper  to  the  Committee 
of  Tea-dealers* 

P  «  At 
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<f  At  a  Court  of  Directors,  the  4th  of 
"  Auguft,  1784. 

"  There  is  in  agitation  a  general  Plan  for  carry- 
"  ing  more  effectually  into  execution  the  prevent- 
«« ing  of  Smuggling  of  Tea.  In  this  plan  the  re- 
*•  lief  of  the  former  purchafers  of  Tea  at  our  fales 
*«  (under  the  alterations  which  may  take  place) 
"  forms  a  part.  In  order  to  bring  the  whole  plan 
"  to  maturity,  it  is  fubmitted  to  the  confideration 
"  of  the  Dealers  in  Tea,  whofe  general  fentiments 
"  the  Court  wifhes  to  know,  whether  it  will  be 
"  a  diffident  relief  to  them  to  receive  back  the 
*c  compleat  lots  of  uncleared  Teas  in  the  Com- 
*'  pany's  Warehoufes  at  the  prices  they  paid  for 
<c  them,  upon  receiving  certificates  from  the  Com- 
"  pany,  which  mall  be  taken  as  cafli  at  their  future 
"  fale,  or  if  not  paid  in  at  the  next  prompt,  then 
"  to  be  payable  at  the  Company's  Treafury  on 
"  demand." 

,  The  Committee  immediately  called  a  general 
Meeting  of  the  Trade ;  by  whom  the  following 
Anfwer  was  given  to  the  Directors. 

•'  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Dealers  in 
"  Tea,  held  at  the  New  York  Coffee  Houfe, 
"  on  Thurfday,  Auguft  5th,  1784. 

"  The  propofition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft 
"  India  Company  being  taken  into  confideration, 
'« it  is  unanimoufly  agreed  by  the  Holders  of  Tea 
"  prefent  at  this  meeting,  that  with  refpect  to  their 
1^  Teas  in  the  Eaft  India  Company's  warehoufes, 
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"  they  are  ready  to  return  them  to  the  Eaft  India 
<e  Company  at  prime  coft ;  the  Company  being  at 
"  liberty  to  reject  the  remaining  parts  of  thofe 
«<  lots,  of  which  any  part  fhall  have  been  cleared 
"  after  the  5th  of  Auguft.  And  the  Dealers  in 
"  Tea  will  cheerfully  give  to  Government,  to  the 
"  Eaft  India  Company,  and  to  the  Public  in  ge- 
"  neral,  this  proof,  that  it  is  by  no  means  their 
"  Wifh  to  reap  any  advantage  from  the  Stock  of 
<c  Teas,  which  they  now  hold  in  the  Eaft  India 
"  Company's  warehoufes," 

It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  declared  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  Dealers  in  Tea,  that  the  propofal  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company  fhould  not  affect  the  Teas 
which  were  in  their  own  (hops,  and  had  paid  all 
the  duties  j  but  that  the  time  which  the  Dealers 
had  reafon  to  think  was  intended  to  be  allowed 
them  for  the  difpofal  of  thofe  Teas,  before  the 
Eaft  India  Company  had  made  this  propofal, 
mould  ftill  be  allowed. 

As  to  the  requifition  of  the  Dealers,  refpecting 
thofe  Teas  in  their  own  warehoufes,  which  had 
paid  the  full  duties,  the  Public  will,  I  truft,  im- 
mediately fee,  that  it  was  fair  and  equitable. 
Thofe  Teas  had  paid  duties  which  amounted  nearly 
to  cent,  per  cent.  -,  and  fuddenly  to  have  reduced 
the  value  of  thofe  Teas,,  fo  confiderably  as  the 
plan  propofed  to  do,  would  have  been  an  act  of 
the  moft  flagrant  injuftice  ;  and  would  completely 
have  ruined,  no  inconfiderable  number  of  the  fair 
Tea-dealers  in  this  kingdom. 

To  the  Anfwer  of  the  Tea-dealers,  the  following 
reply  was  made  by  the  Eaft  India  Directors. 

D  2  "  At 
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*  At  a  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Urute4 
"  Eaft  India  Company,  th^e  6th  Auguft^ 

f?  1784. 

u  The  Courr,  refumecj  the  coi>fideration  of  a  pro- 
?«  pofal  received  yefterday  from  the  Committee  of 
"  Tea-dealers,  figned  by  Mr.  Twining  their  Chair- 
*«  man,  and  thereon  refolved.  That  this  Court  doth, 
9  accept  the  faid  propofal  on  the  following  con- 
"  ditions ;  vjz.  That,  from  this  day  forward,  none 
?e  of  the  Tea  now  uncleared  mall  be  delivered  tp 
f  the  Buyers,  except  in  whole  lots,  or  in  the 
"  whole  of  what  this,  day  remains  of  any  broken 
?  lot  or  lots. 

"  And  that  tfys  Court  will  forthwith,  upon  the 
?6  commencement  of  the  new  duty,  grant  to  each 
*c  Proprietor  of  Tea  then  remaining  uncleared  in 
*{  the  Company's  warehoufes,  a  certificate  for  the 
**  fum  of  money  he  Ihall  haye  paid  the  Company 
«e  for  the  fame ;  which  certificate  (hall  be  taken  as 
*•  cam  at  the;  next  Tea  Sale,  or  if  not  fo  paid  in, 
*J  (hall  be  paid  in  cafh,  upon  demand,  at  any  time 
f!  after  the  next  prompt." 

Of  the  two  propofals  which  had,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  bufinefs,  been  made  by  the 
Tea-dealers,  that  of  returning  their  Teas  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company  was  then  at  length  adopted. 
Jt  is  not  neceffary  to  give  a  qrcumftantial  account 
of  what  palled  relative  to  the  other  propofal ;  viz. 
that  of  allowing  the  Dealers  a  fufficient  time  for 
the  difpofal  of  their  goods :  I  will  only  briefly  00- 
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J^rye,  that  the  Tea-dealers  voluntarily  made  an 
pfFer,  ypon  a  fuppofition  that  the  Teas  were  not 
to  be  returned,  which  would,  according  to  the 
expected  prices  of  the  new  Teas,  have  fubjec"r,e4 
them  to  a  confiderable  lofs. 

The  propofal  which  had  been  adopted  by  thp 
Eaft  India  Company,  had  alfo  the  Minifter's  preT 
ference :  and,  as  I  underftood,  for  this  reafon ; 
that  the  reduction  of  duty  would,  according  to  this 
plan,  tal^e  place  much,  fponer  than  it  could  do 
according  to  the  other.  And  fo  enormous  was 
the  influx  of  illicit  Tea  at  that  time,  and  fo  fpirite4 
were  the  exertions  of  the  Smuggler,  that  it  was 
certainly  defiraqle  to  bring  forward,  as  fpeedily 
as  pofiiqle,  that  law,  by  which  he  was  to  be  con- 
trouled. 

I  readily  confefs,  that  I  frequently  mentioned  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  this  plan  of  returning  the  Tea,  as  one 
which  was,  in  itfelf,  perfectly  fair :  which  would 
be  fatisfaclory  to  the  dealers  in  Tea;  and  alfq 
advantageous  to  the  Public.  It  certainly  was  fair : 
and  as  it  exempted  the  holders  of  Tea  from  all 
lofs,  which  was  the  utmoft  they  ever  required,  it 
ought  to  be,  tq  thofe  holders,  fatisfadtory.  As 
one  of  them,  I  have  ever  been  thoroughly  fati£ 
fled.  £ut  to  the  Public,  it  did  not  prove  ad- 
vantageous. For  if,  when  we  entered  the  fale 
room  in  September,  we  had  been  in  pofTeflion  of 
thqfe  Teas  which  we  returned,  and  had  not  been, 
as  we  were,  under  the  neceflity  of  becoming  pur- 
chafers  at  the  firft  part  of  the  fale,  the  Smugglers 
could  not,  even  Y()\,h  all  their  cunning,  and  all 
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their  wealth,  have  raifed  the  Tea  to  thofe  prices  at 
which  it  has  actually  fold.  We  could,  in  that 
cafe,  have  permitted  the  Smuggler  to  have  been 
not  only  a  bidder  upon  every  lot,  but  alfo  a  buyer 
of  every  lot :  till  we  had,  at  length,  feen  him 
buried,  like  Samfon,  under  the  cumbrous  load 
which  he  had  heaped  upon  himfelf.  As  it. was, 
we  could  not  poffibly  exercife  this  forbearance; 
we  had  multitudes  of  orders ;  and  if  we  meant  to 
execute  them,  and  to  be  Tea-dealers,  it  was  cer- 
tainly necefpiry  that  we  fhould  purchafe  Tea. 
Thus  were  we  reduced,  in  a  confiderable  degree, 
to  the  Smuggler's  mercy — a  dreadful  fituation  for 
a  fair  trader!  —  and  by  that  very  circumftance 
which  we  thought  would  have  haftened  his  over- 
throw.— If  I  had  forefeen  that  this  evil-  confe- 
quence  was  likely  to  arife  from  our  propofal  of 
returning  the  Teas,  I  certainly  would  have  men- 
tioned it  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  have 
forefeen  it.  However  this  may  be,  I  will  never 
decline  acknowledging  any  part  which  I  may  have 
taken,  becaufe  it  has  not  fully  anfwered  my  expec- 
tation :  and,  in  the  prefent  inftance,'  a  practical 
Tea-dealer  was  certainly  more  culpable  for  want 
of  forefight,  than  the  Minifter. 

It  fhould  however  be  remembered,  that  when  I 
mentioned  the  plan  of  returning  our  Teas  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company  at  prime  coft,  as  a  plan  which  was 
likely  to  be  advantageous  to  the  Public,  the  Dealers 
in  Tea  were  aflured,  and  they  believed,  that  the 
fame  Teas  would  be  refold  to  the  Public,  at  lower 
prices  than  thofe  at  which  they  were  returned. 
1  The 
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The  Directors  themfelves,  who  made  the  propofal 
of  taking  back  our  Tea  at  prime  cod,  declared 
that  they  expected  to  be  conliderable  lofers  by  fo 
doing :  but  that  they  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  this 
lofs,  becaufe  they  were  convinced  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Public,  to  have  the  new  Act 
take  place  as  fpeedily  as  poflible.  That  there  could 
be  no  deceit  on  the  part  of  the  Tea-dealers,  is,  I 
think,  mod  apparent :  for  if  they  could  have  fore- 
feen  that  their  Teas  would  be  worth  much  more 
money  under  the  new  regulation,  than  they  were 
under  the  old,  (and  we  had  been  repeatedly  allured 
that  if  we  kept  the  Teas,  we  mould  not  pay  more 
than  the  new  duty  upon  them),  we  certainly  mould 
not  have  been  fo  anxious  to  have  returned  thofe 
Teas  at  prime  coft.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that 
the  Directors  expected  that  profit,  which  they  have 
actually  received  upon  the  returned  Teas.  I  will 
not  think  fo  ill  of  them  as  to  fuppofe  they  did  ex- 
pect it. 

I  have  now  given  a  circumftantial  and  true,  but, 
I  fear,  tedious  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  Tea- 
dealers,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
firft  part  of  the  September  fale.  This  fale  had 
fcarcely  commenced,  when  we  faw  that  fuch  prices 
were  actually  giving  for  Teas,  as  foreboded  a  total 
defeat  of  the  plan.  The  fale,  however,  was  un- 
doubtedly open  to  the  difhoneft  as  well  as  to  the. 
honed  bidder  j  and  it  was  in  this  cafe,  as  it  is  in 
many  others,  far  more  difficult  to  correct  the  evil, 
than  to  difcover  it's  caufe.  The  Committee  who 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Dealers  in  general  to 
4  act 
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act  fof  them  throughout  the  whole  of  this  bufirie&i 
held  a  momentary  confutation  in  the  fale  room ; 
and  agreed,  in  confequeiice  of  it,  to  requeft  that 
the  fale  might  be,  for  a  fhort  time  at  lead,  fuf- 
pended  j  in  order  to  give  the  Committee  an  oppor- 
tunity of  trying,  if  they  could  devife,  ere  it  was 
too  late,  any  plan,  which  might  put  a  ftop  to  fuch 
prices  as  were  incompatible  with  the  promifes  and 
the  intent  of  the  Tea  Act.  This  requeft  of  Ap- 
pending the  fale  was  readily  complied  with  by  the 
Director  who  was  prefent :  and  I  am  happy  to  addj 
that  the  meafures  which  were  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Tea-dealers,  were  adopted,  in  the 
handfomeft  mariner,  by  the  Court  of  Directors; 
They  made  every  declaration  which  we  wifhed  them 
to  makej  and  they  permitted  the  purchafers  of 
thofe  Teas  which  had  been  already  bought  at  this 
fale,  to  relinquifh  their  purchafes.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Directors  to  do 
more  than  this :  and  if  they  had  been  inclined  to 
avail  themfelves  of  fuch  a  plea,  I  queftion  whether 
they  could  have  found  a  precedent  for  doing  (o 
much. 

Though  our  effort  was  not  attended  with  perfect 
fuccefs,  and  though  we  had  ftill  the  old  enemy, 
and  our  other  difficulties,  to  ftruggle  with,  yet 
we  had  clearly  done  fome  good ;  and  Teas  fold 
more  reafonably  than  they  had  done. 

The  fale  went  on  with  but  little,  if  any*  inter- 
ruption, till  we  came  to  the  Souchong  and  Congoil 
Teas :  and  here  our  furprize  and  our  fears  were 
greater  than  ever*  Here  we  found  that  the  Smug- 
ger 
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gler  was  labouring  with  all  his  might ;  and  not 
without  reafon :  for  it  was  upon  thefe  fpecies  of 
Tea  that  his  hopes  principally  depended.  The 
Committee  of  Tea-dealers  once  more  defired  that 
the  fale  "might  be  fufpended :  and  they  made  fuch 
requefts  to  the  Directors,  as  they  thought  would  be 
moil  likely  to  lower  the  prices  of  Congou  and 
Souchong  Teas.  Our  requefts  were  partly  complied 
with :  and  the  refult  of  this  fecond  fuipehfion  bore 
fome  refemblance  to  that  of  the  firft.  We  cer- 
tainly did  good :  and  we  had,  befides,  the-  fatif- 
faction  of  thinking,  that  we  had  done  all  the  good 
which  it  was  in  our  power  to  do. 

One  very  important  point,  refpecting  the  Tea- 
dealers,  remains  to  be  confidered ;  and  I  own,  with** 
out  the  lead  hefitation,  that  if  they  mould  be 
found  faulty  in  this,  the  former  part  of  their  con- 
duct, however  blamelefs,  or  even  however,  merir 
torious,  cannot  be  pleaded,  for  one  inftant,  in 
their  defence.  The  point  to  which  I  allude,  is, 
not  only  how  they  bought  their  Teas,  but  how  they 
fold  them  to  the  Public. 

And  here  I  have  feen  the  utmoft  mifreprefenta- 
tion  •,  iffuing  too  from  thofe  quarters,  whence  I 
mould  leaft-jfrave  expected  it.  The  charge  is  fe- 
rious :  it  affects  a  numerous  body  of  Men,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  been  lightly  ad- 
vanced :  efpecially  by  thofe  perfons,  who  knew 
that  what  they  advanced  was  likely  to  be  credited. 

To  mention  the  precife  profit  which  every  Tea- 
dealer  gets,  upon  every  article  which  he  fells,  is, 
pf  courfe,  out  of  my  power.    It  is  not,  however, 

£  m 
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out  of  my  power  to  mention  the  rule  of  conduct 
which  I  myfelf  hive  followed:  and  if  it  fhould 
be  thought  right,  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  believe  it; 
fras  bern  the  conduct  of  the  Tea-dealers  in  gene- 
ral. Should  it  be  thought  wrong,  I  wifh  the  Tea- 
dealers  to  avow  a  better  rule :  that  whilft  I  am  fuf- 
fering  the  punifhment  which  may  be  due  to  my 
own  fins,  I  may  at  leaft  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
faying, 

<*  Nee  quemquam  ncftri,  niji me^lafere  lilellu* 

Upon  the  delivery  of  the  new  Teas,  I  arranged 
them  into  different  Torts,  correfponding,  as  nearly 
as  pofiible,  to  the  qualities  of  the  different  forts 
of  Tea  which  we  fold  under  the  old  regulation. 
Having  thus  fixed  the  qualities,  it  remained  to  fix 
the  prices :  and  this  I  did,  by  adding  to  the  prime 
coft  of  each  article,  what  I  thought  a  reafonable 
profit.  This,  I  confefs,  I  added ;  and  this,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  always  will  add.  There  are,  indeed,  perfons 
in  our  trade,  as  well  as  in  almofl  every  other,  who 
are  conftantly  felling  at  or  under  prime  coll.  Such 
perfons  1  have  ever  confidered  either  as  fools  or 
impoftors,  and  J  will  neither  imitate  nor  deal  with 
them.  When  a  reafonable  profit  no  longer  attends 
trade,  I  will  quit  it.  I  believe  every  body  will  al- 
low that  it  was  our  duty  not  to  add  an  exorbi- 
tant profit.  Will  they  not  alio  allow,  that  it  was 
our  intereft  not  to  do  it  ? — The  Tea  Trade  had 
undergone  a  great  revolution  (if  I  may  once  more 
apply  fuch  an  important  word  to  fuch  an  unimpor- 
|ant  fubjeel),  ajid  it  behoved  every  man  to  be  dili- 

§enr* 
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gent,  not  only  to  keep  his  old  cuftomers,  but  alfo 
to  get  new  ones :  not  to  get  them  by  mean  and 
palcry  artifices,  from  other  tradefmen  as  honeft  as 
iiimfelf,  but  to  get  them  from  thofe  Smugglers  and 
their  abettors,  who  would  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped, 
be  any  longer  able  to  lupply  them.  Now  the  man 
who,  at  fuch  a  time,  afked  an  exorbitant  price  for 
his  goods,  not  only  neglected,  what  is  too  often 
neglected,  his  duty ;  but  he  alfo  neglected,  what  is 
feldom  neglected,  his  intereft. — If  any  one  fhould 
here  be  inclined  to  afk — What  is  your  profit  ?  I  re- 
ply at  once,  that  I  will  not  tell  him :  and  for  two 
reafons :  one  is,  that  I  think  no  perfon  has  a  right 
to  claim  from  a  tradefman  an  anfwer  to  fuch  a 
queftion  :  the  other  is,  that  he  who  will  not  believe 
me,  when  I  tell  him  that  my  profit  is  no  more  than 
is  reafonable,  will  not  believe  me  when  I  tell  him, 
what  that  profit  actually  is. 

I  concluded  my  remarks  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Eaft  India  Directors,  with  obferving,  that 
though  they  had  performed  their  duty,  by  endea- 
vouring to  keep  down  the  price  of  Teas,  yet  they 
were  not,  upon  that  account,  entitled  to  any  parti- 
cular degree  of  praife :  becaufe,  whiift  they  had 
been  performing  their  duty,  they  had  been  pro- 
moting their  intereft.  When  I  introduced  this  re- 
mark, I  fully  intended  to  make  a  fimiiar  obfervation 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Tea-dealers :  for  to  their 
conduct  it  is  equally  applicable. 

In  this  Hiftory  of  the  Tea-dealers,  I  fhall  ven- 
ture to  infert,  by  way  of  epifode  (and  I  truft  there 
is  a  fufficient  connection  to  juftify  my  doing  fo),  a 
E  2  fair 
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fair  account  of  thofe  Teas,  with  which  the  Public 
have  been  fupplied,  fince  the  alteration  of  duty. 

I  will  not  attempt  the  Augean  labour  of  bring- 
ing forth  that  raafs  of  (lander,  with  which  fome 
perfons  have  endeavoured  to  contaminate  the 
Teas  of  the  firft  part  of  the  laft  Sale.  How 
often  have  they  been  reprefented  as  the  fweepinga 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  warehoufes  !  As  the 
moft  execrable  (luff  with  which  the  palates  of  the 
Public  were  ever  infulted  !  And  as  if  all  this  were 
not  enough,  fome  perfon  has  had  the  great  gOod- 
nefs  to  caution  the  unwary,  and  to  inform  them, 
that  no  Tea  was  to  be  bought,  except  fuch  as  was 
adulterated,  or  was  mixed  with  the  pernicious  ma- 
nufacture of  this  country.  In  fhort,  that  innocent 
and  amufmg  ftream  of  flander,  for  which  the  Tea- 
table  has  long  been  celebrated,  feems  of  late  to 
have  fwelled  into  a  furious  torrent,  and  to  have 
endangered  even  the  Tea-table  itfelf. — But  the  late 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  commuted  one  Tax  for  an- 
other, certainly  could  not  alter  the  intrinfic  quality 
of  every  cheft  of  Tea  in  the  Eaft  India  Company's 
warehoufes ;  and  I  hope  did  not  convert  every  Tea- 
dealer  in  the  Kingdom  into  a  rafcal.  I  fhall  be  very 
glad  to  fee  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Legiflature 
to  make  all  the  Tea-dealers  in  the  Kingdom  honeft : 
it  is  not  in  its  power  to  make  them  all  difhoneft. 

It  was  my  intention  to  give,   in  this  place,  a 

circumftantial  account  of  the  importation  of  thofe 

,  teas,  which  have  already   been  expofed  to   Sale* 

fince   the    16th  of  September:     but   as  fuch  an 

account  appears   in    the   Eaft  India  Company's 

Reporta 
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Report,  I  may  of  courfe  fupprefs  mine.  *  It  ap- 
pears from  the  Appendix,-  No.  2.  of  that  Report^ 
that  a  very  few  chefts  of  Tea  had  lain  in  the 
Eaft  India  Company's  warehoufes  a  confiderable 
length  of  time.  The  fact  is,  they  had  loft  their 
owners  :  and  were  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  that  of 
the  unclaimed  Stock  at  the  Bank.  By  the  late  Act 
of  Parliament,  which  made  an  alteration  in  the 
duty  upon  Tea,  it  was  enacted,  That  all  the  Teas 
which  fhould  be  in  the  Eaft  India  Company's  ware- 
houfes on  the  15th  of  September,  fhould  become 
the  property  of  the  Company.  The  unclaimed 
Tea  was  therefore  become  their  own,  and  was  once 
more  put  up  to  Sale.— As  the  Teas  which  had 
been  fold  prior  to  the  year  1781,  were  liable  to 
have  fuftained  fome  injury,  and  as  a  very  few  chefts 
of  each  fpecies  had  remained  in  the  warehoufes  a 
mod  unufual  length  of  time,  all  thofe  Teas  were 
again  expofed  to  view :  and,  whatever  fome  people 
may  imagine,  they  hud  not,  even  in  the  courfe  of 
fo  many  years,  changed  their  nature.  We  found 
that  they  were  ftill  Teas  :  affected  indeed  by  age  : 
but  they  were  valued,  not  according  to  their  paft, 
but  according  to  their  prefent,  qualities. 

The  Teas  which  formed  the  fecond  part  of  the  firfl 
Sale,  and  the  Teas  of  the  private  Trade  Sale,  were 
certainly  frefher  and  better  than  the  returned  Teai 
in  the  former  part  of  the  firft  Sale :  but  this  is  no 
more  than  is  ufual: — the  Teas  of  the  lateft  impor- 
tation ought  ever  to  have  the  advantage ;  and  there 
is,  at  this  time,  a  very  large  quantity  of  frefh  and 
good  Teas  in  the  poffefiion  jf  the  Dealers. 

There 
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There  are  two  other  charges  which  have  beeii 
brought,  with  vaft  induftry,  and  vaft  appearance  of 
regard  for  the  Public,  againft  the  Teas  with  which 
they  have  been  lately  fupplied.  The  Charges  to 
which  I  allude,  are  thofe  of  mixing  and  adulterating 
Teas.  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  confider  thefe  accufa- 
tions  feparately,  notwithstanding  they  have  been  id 
artfully  blended  together. 

If  the  mixing  of  Tea  is  a  crime,  and  an  impo- 
fition  upon  the  Public,  I  readily  confefs  that  I  have 
a  multitude  of  crimes  and  impofitions  to  anfwer 
for*,  and  that  my  good  Father  and  Grandfather 
little  merited  thofe  fair  Characters  which  they  left 
behind  them,  and  for  which  I  have  ever  refpecled 
their  Memories.  I  will  make  to  the  Public  a  fa- 
mily confeffion,  and  I  hope  I  fhall  obtain  from  the 
Public  a  family  abfolution. 

In  my  Grandfather's  time — for  it  is  a  tale  to  which 
I  have  often  willingly  attended,  whatever  the  rea- 
der may  do — it  was  the  cuftom  for  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen to  come  to  the  fhop,  and  to  order  their  own 
Teas — The  chefts  ufed  to  be  fpread  out,  and  when 
my  Grandfather  had  mixed  fome  of  them  together, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  cujtomers,  they  ufed  to  tafte  the 
Tea:  and  the  mixing  was  varied  till  it  fuited  the 
palates  of  the  purchafers.  At  that  time  of  day,  no 
perfon  would  have  liked  the  Tea,  if  it  had  not  been 
mixed.  The  cuftom  of  the  purchafers  tailing  Tea 
in  this  manner  was  feldom  practifed  in  my  Father's 
time :  now,  it  is  fcarcely  ever  practifed :  but  the 
old  cuftom  of  mixing  Teas  has  been  uniformly 
xontinued :  and  if  I  tnuft  now  Jay  is  afide,  I  can 
4  Pnty" 


i  39  y 

only  fay,  that  I  have  been  learning  a  lelTon,  which 
is  not  very  eafily  learned,  to  little  purpofe.  I  think; 
however  that  the  cuftom  only  requires  proper  ex- 
planation to  be  approved.  Throw  off  the  veil  of 
myftery,  and  many  things  which  were  before  alarm- 
ing, appear  to  be  perfectly  harmlefs. 

Whoever  underftands  Tea,  and  clears  home,  for 
example,  twenty  Chefts  of  Hyfon,  will  find,  upon 
tafting  them  feparately  and  accurately,  that  fome 
have  rather  too  much  flavor,  and  are  therefore 
coarfe,  fome  have  too  little,  and  are  therefore  weak* 
and  that  others  have — perhaps  like  thofe  who  are  to 
drink  them — fome  little  peculiarity,  which  a  pro- 
per union  will  totally  remove.  By  making  a  judi- 
cious mixture  out  of  thefe  Chefts,  a  better  Tea  may 
be  got,  than  any  of  the  Chefts,  taken  fmgly,  could 
afford.  Befides,  if  this  cuftom  were  not  to  be  prac- 
tifed,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  preferve  that  fimi- 
larity  of  Tea,  at  any  given  price,  which  every 
Dealer  mud  preferve,  if  he  means  to  give  fatisfac- 
tion  to  his  cuftomer.  The  pound  of  Tea  which 
he  bought  out  of  one  of  the  twenty  Chefts  to-day, 
might  perhaps  be  approved :  but  if  he  comes  to-r 
morrow,  that  Cheft  may  be  gone,  and  another  nei- 
ther is,  nor  of  courfe  can,  without  mixing,  be  made 
like  it.  As  to  impofition,  if  the  Tea,  when  mixed, 
be  good,  and  honeftly  worth  the  price  which  is 
required  for  it,  who  is  impofed  upon?  Who  will 
complain  ?  If  the  Tea,  though  taken  out  of  a  fingle 
Cheft,  be  not  good,  and  not  worth  the  money 
which  is  afked  for  it,  will  not  every  perfon  think 
himfelf  impofed   upon?    Will   not  every   perfon 

complain  ? 
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complain  ?  I  hope  then  that  the  Tea-dealer  who* 
fairly  and  anxioufly  mixes  his  Chefts  of  genuine 
Tea  together,  in  order,  not  to  impofe  upon  his 
cuftomers,  but  to  give  them  fatisfaction,  will  na 
longer  be  ranked  with  the  adulterators  of  Tea. 

I  have  confined  myfelf  to  the  Inftance  of  my 
own  practice,  becaufe  I  have  no  right  to  fpeak 
with  equal  freedom,  and  equal  certainty,  of  the 
practice  of  others:  fo  far  however  from  intending 
to  lay  claim  to  the  fole  poiTcffion  of  the  art  of  mix- 
ing, I  verily  believe  it  is,  and  always  was,  generally 
practifed.  There  is  indeed  one  fpecies  of  Tea— 
I  mean  Bloom — which  though  it  actually  improves 
other  Teas,  when  properly  mixed  with  them,  would^ 
by  itfelf,  be  almoft  univerfally  difliked,  If,  after 
all,  any  perfon  mould  prefer  his  own  opinion  in  this 
jnatter  to  that  of  the  Tea-dealers,  and  would  be 
better  pleafed  with  his  Tea,  if  it  came  out  of  3 
fmgle  cheft,  than  if  it  were  mixed,  he  may  certainly 
have  it  fo.  We  fhall  not  offer,  like  the  fifty 
Patriotic  Gentlemen,  who  threatened  to  open  Tea- 
fhops,  in  order  to  prevent  the  impofition  of  the 
prefent  Tea-dealers,  to  /wear  that  it  is  not  mixed ; 
becaufe  when  we  fay  it,  we  hope  we  fhall  be  ber 
lieved.  Nor  can  we  expect  that  any  perfon  will 
enter  our  fnops  to  buy  a  pound  of  Tea,  if  he 
ihould  think  it  neceffary  to  guard  the  purchafe 
with  an  oath. 

There  are,  it  feems,  perfons,  who  have  bought 
Tea  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  critically  infpecting 
it ;  and  who  have  induftrioufly  declared,  upon 
fuch  an  infpe<5tiona  that  they  discovered,  even  in> 
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One  half  pOund  of  Tea,  three  or  four  different  forts 
of  leaves;  and  have,  upon  this  difcovery,  grounded 
an  accufation  both  againft  Tea  and  Tea-dealers. 
Gf  thefe  perfons  I  muft  obferve,  that  like  all  who 
let  themfelves  up  for  critics  in  a  matter  which  they 
>  do  not  underftand,  they  diiplay  much  more  zeal 
than  judgment.  I  fhall  prefume  to  inform  thefe 
infpedlors,  that  in  every  cheft  of  Tea  a  difiimilarity 
of  leaf  may  be  difcovered.  Perhaps  thefe  Gentle- 
men imagine  that  the  leaves  which  are  contained 
in  any  one  chert*  grew,  in  China,  upon  the  fame 
tree^  But  if  they  did,  they  would  ftill  vary  in 
appearance :  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  variation  mould 
be  attributed,  not  to  the  Tea-dealer,  but  to  the 
principles  of  vegetation ;  by  which  the  leaves 
upon  a  fingle  tree  will  often  exhibit  a  variety  of 
tints. 

I  do  not  however  mean  to  deny,  that  the  Tea  in 
queftion  was  mixed.  I  only  wi(h  to  fhew  the  ab- 
furdity  of  that  mode  by  which  the  mixture  is  to  be 
proved,  and  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Tea  is 
to  be  condemned. 

.  The  other  accufation,  viz.  that  of  adulterating 
Teas,  does,  indeed,  deferve  the  public  attention  ^ 
and  I  fhall  give  the  Public  the  beft  information  in 
my  power  concerning  it. 

It  is  well  known*  that  very  large  quantities  of 
leaves  are  manufactured  in  this  Ifland,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  adulterating  Teas  :  fuch  a  mixture, 
I  fhall,  without  fcruple,  call  Adulteration.  Thefe 
leaves  are  prepared  in  various  ways,  in  order  to 

F  fuit 
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(bit  the  various  kinds  of  Tea,  which  they  are  ifl# 
tended  to  adulterate. 

I  {hall  here  communicate  to  the  Public  a  parti- 
cular account  of  this  manufacture,  which  I  have 
lately  received  from  a  Gentleman,  who  has  made 
very  accurate  enquiries  relative  to  this  fubject. 

"  Method  of  making  Smouch  with  Ajh  Tree  leaves -§ 
to  mix  with  Black  Teas. 
"  When  gathered  they  are  firft  dried  in  the  fun, 
then  baked,  they  are  next  put  upon  a  floor  and 
trod  upon  until  the  leaves  are  fmall,  then  fifted 
and  fteeped  in  copperas,  with  fheeps  dung  •,  after 
which  being  dried  on  a  floor,   they  are   fit  for 

*Fe." 

Another  Mode, 

**  When  the  leaves  are  gathered  they  are  boiled 
m  a  copper  with  copperas  and  fheeps  dung ;  when 
the  liquor  is  drained  off,  they  are  baked  and  trod 
upon,  until  the  leaves  are  fmall,  after  which  they 
are  fit  for  ufe. 

«*  The  quantity  manufactured  at  a  fmall  village, 
And  within  eight  or  ten  miles  thereof,  cannot  be 
afcertained  j  but  is  fuppofed  to  be  about  Twenty 
Tons  in  a  year.— One  man  acknowledges  to  have 
made  Six  hundred  weight  in  every  week,  for  fix. 
months  together. 

The  fine  is  fold  at  4/.  4s.  perCwt.  equal  to  9 d.  perlb* 
The  coarfe,  2/.  zs.   ditto,     ditto,   ^\d.  ditto* 

"  Elder  buds  are  manufactured  in  fome  places, 
tq  reprefent  fine  Teas." 

Thii 
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This  iniquitous  trade  has  been  carried  on  a  long 
time :  though  not  in  fo  extenfive  a  way  as  within 
thefe  few  years.  In  the  nth  Geo.  I.  cap.  30* 
fed:.  5,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  the  Dealer  in  Tea, 
or  Manufacturer,  or  Dyer  thereof,  who  fhall  coun- 
terfeit or  adulterate  Tea,  or  fhall  alter,  fabricate, 
or  manufacture  it  with  tferra  Japanica,  or  with 
any  other  drug  or  drugs  whatfoever,  or  (hall  mix 
with  Tea  any  leaves,  other  than  leaves  of  Tea, 
[thus,  in  the  time  of  Geo.  I.  real  Tea  was  allow- 
ed to  be  mixed  with  real  Tea],  or  other  ingre- 
dients whatfoever,  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of  One 
hundred  pounds." 

It  is  alio  recited,  in  the  4th  of  Geo.  II.  cap.  14, 
feet.  11,  "  That  feveral  ill  difpofed  peribns  do  fre- 
quently dye,  fabricate,  or  manufacture,  very  great 
quantities  of  Sloe  leaves,  Liquorilh  leaves,  and  the 
leaves  of  Tea  that  have  before  been  ufed,  or  the 
leaves  of  other  trees,  flirubs,  or  plants,  in  imitation 
of  Tea,  and  do  likewife  mix,  colour,  ftain,  and 
dye,  fuch  leaves,  and  likewife  Tea,  with  Terra 
Japanica,  Sugar,  MolofTes,  Clay,  Logwood,  and 
with  other  ingredients,  and  do  fell  and  vend  the 
fame  as  true  and  real  Tea,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
health  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  the  diminution  of 
the  Revenue,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the  Fair  Trader :" 
and  the  dealer  in,  or  feller  of,  fuch  "  fophifthated'* 
Tea,  is  to  forfeit  the  fum  of  Ten  pounds  for  every 
pound  weight. 

It  appears  from  the  17th  of  Geo.  III.  cap.  29, 

That  this  trade  had  increafed  to  a  very  great  degree, 

«'  to  the  injury  and  deftruction  of  great  quantities  of 
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"  timber,  woods,  and  underwoods,  the  prejudice  of 
"  the  health  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  the  diminution 
"  of  the  revenue,  the  ruin  of  the  fair  trader,  and  to 
"  the  encouragement  of  idlenefs:"  and,  by  the  fame 
act,  the  feller  or  manufacturer  of  fuch  Tea  is  to 
forfeit  Five  pounds  per  pound  weight ;  or  upon 
nonpayment  of  that  fum,  be  committed  to  prifon, 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

Hitherto  Government  has  not  been  able  to  fup- 
prefs  this  trade :  but,  when  the  fmuggling  of  real 
Tea  fhall  claim  lefs  of  their  attention,  I  hope  they 
will  exert  themfelves  with  vigour,  and  put  a  ftop  to 
the  manufacture  of  Englifh  Tea. 
■  It  is,  then,  fufficiently  apparent,  that  there  is 
fuch  a  thing  as  adulterated  Tea  :  there  is  plenty  of 
it :  and  the  Public  may  naturally  enquire  how  they 
are  to  avoid  it.  My  anfwer  is,  By  buying  their 
Tea  of  reputable  Tea-dealers,  who  are,  I  dare  fay, 
to  be  found  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
by  avoiding  thofe  dealers  of  a  different  defcription, 
who  offer  their  Teas  to  fale  at  lower  prices  than 
thofe  at  which  legal  and  genuine  Teas  can  be 
afforded.  I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  declaring, 
that  whenever  1  mention  Tea-dealers,  I  never  mean 
to  include  thofe  perfons,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  fell  Tea,  are  more  properly  claffed  with  an- 
other defcription  of  men,  of  whom  I  have  had  fre- 
quent occafion  to  fpeak. 

I  will  now  clofe  the  hiftory  of  the  Tea-dealers : 
and  I  will  leave  the  Public  to  judge,  whether  the 
prefcnt  failure  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  Tea 
to  the  confumer,  is  owing  to  thofe  caufes  which 
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I  have  afligned ;  viz.  to  the  artifices  of  the  Smug- 
gler, and  the  general  fcarcity  of  Tea  ;  or  whether 
it  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  Minifter,  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  or  the  Tea-dealer, 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  original 
Caufe,  and  alfo  the  Intent  of  the  Tea  Act ;  and  the 
refpects  in  which  it  has  failed^  with  the  caufes  of 
that  failure,  it  remains  for  me  to  point  out  thofe 
methods,  which  are  moft  likely  to  correfi  it ;  to 
remove  the  principal  objections  that  are  made  to  this 
act ;  and  to  render  it  productive  of  thole  goodpur- 
fofes  for  which  it  was  framed. 

I  have  hitherto  proceeded  with  fome  degree  of 
confidence,  becanfe  I  have  feldom  quitted  the  firm 
ground  of  matter  of  fact,  I  come  now  to  the  fal- 
lible fnrface  of  my  own  opinion,  and  my  own  con- 
jecture-, and  I  Ihall  advance,  as  I  ought  to  do, 
with  caution  and  timidity. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought,  that  I  mould  have 
contented  myfelf  with  pointing  out  the  evil,  and 
modeftly  have  confefled,  that  I  muft  leave  the 
cure  of  it  to  others.  But  fuch  modefty  is,  too 
often,  allied  to  vanity:  and  whatever  men  may 
fay,  I  believe  they  ufually  think,  that  a  conftant 
attention  to  any  particular  profefilon,  enables  them 
to  form  fome  opinion,  relative  to  it.  Upon  the 
prefent  fubject  I  will  at  lead  venture  to  give  my 
opinion  ;  and  I  wifh  it  to  be  confidered  as  the  blot  of 
an  unfkilful  artift,  which  may  be  worked  up,  by 
fuperior  abilities,  to  fome  degree  of  perfection. 

Whoever  attempts  to  correct  the  prefent  failure 
in  the  Tea  Bill,  ought  to  confider,  who  are  the 
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fufferers  by  that  failure :  and  they  are  undoubtedly 
the  Public.  I  think  I  may  venture  to  aflert,  that 
it  is  no  fmall  confolation  to  Government,  if  the 
failure  of  any  plan  which  it  forms,  be  accompa- 
nied with  an  increafe  of  revenue.  In  the  prefent 
inftance,  the  failure  has  not  only  been  accompanied 
with,  but  has  actually  been  the  caufe  of,  a  very 
confiderable  increafe.  For  as  the  new  duty  upon 
Tea,  of  12  and  a  half  per  cent.,  is  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  Government  has  of  courfe  received  a  much 
larger  fum  for  duties  upon  the  Teas  of  lall  fale, 
than  it  would  have  done  if  they  had  fold  at  the 
expected  prices. 

The  confolatory  fum  which  the  Eaft  India  Com* 
pany  have  received  from  the  failure  in  the  propofed 
reduction  of  the  price  of  Tea,  is  enormous  in- 
deed.— Upon  the  firft  part  of  the  fale,  which 
confifted  of  the  returned  Teas,  they  gained  about 
64,000/:  they  declared  that  they  expected  to  be 
confiderable  lofers  by  thole  Teas  :  and  I  believe  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  the  fum  produced  by  the 
firft  part  of  the  fale  only,  exceeded  that  which  the 
Company  originally  expected  it  would  produce, 
about  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds. 

In  order  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  whole  of  thai 
additional  and  confolatory  fum,  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  failure  in  the  reduction  of  price,  has 
already  been  paid  by  the  Public  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  the  owners  of  the  private  trade 
Teas,  I  will  Ihew,  what  the  amount  of  thofe  Teas 
has  actually  been,  exclufive  of  duty «,  and  what  it 
would  have  beena  if  each  fpecies  of  Tea  had.  fold 

at 


(     47     ) 

at  that  price,  at  which  the  Company  faid  they  were 
willing  to  fell  it. 

The  Eaft  India  Company*  and  their  Of-1 
ficers  who  owned  the  private  Trade         £• 
Teas,  have  received  for  6,454,947  >>i,oi5,2$6 
pounds  of  Tea,    which  have  been  j 
fold  fince  the  16th  of  September,    J 

They  would    have  received,   if  each"! 
fpecies  of  Tea  had  fold  at  that  price  ,'         - 
at  which  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  *>5  4 

faid  they  were  willing  to  fell  it,         } 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company")   * 

and  their  Officers,        -         -        J  &•  15I»7 
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It  mould  be  obferved,  that  I  have  not  made  any 
allowance  for  that  fmall  excefs  of  price,  which  was 
to  be  expected  at  the  commencement  of  the  new 
plan. 

The  fair  Dealers  in  Tea  have  alfo  their  confo- 
lation :  for  the  general  increafe  of  bufinefs,  in 
confequence  of  the  alteration  of  duty,  has  been 
very  confiderable.  It  is  the  Public,  then,  who 
have  hitherto  fuffered  from  a  failure  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  price :  and  it  is  the  Public  who  ought  to 
be  principally  confidered,  in  any  mode  which  is 
pointed  out  for  the  correction  of  this  failure. 

The  prefent  failure  of  the  Bill  is  to  be  corrected, 

by  lowering  the  prices  of  Tea,  till  they  correfpond 

with  thofe  that  were  held  out  to  the  Public.     And 

this  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  completely  effected 
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by  one*  and  only  by  one,  method ;  which  is,  by 
the  Company's  having  an  ample  quantity  of  Tea 
in  this  kingdom :  let  them  but  have  this,  and 
the  Smuggler  muft  inevitably  give  way.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  quantity  to  reduce  price:  and  I 
would  never  have  the  Company  think  that  they 
have  offered  enough  to  fale,  till  the  price  is  fuf- 
ficiently  reduced.  Nor  ought  they  (it  will,  I  hope, 
be  remembered,  without  my  perpetually  repeating 
it,  that  I  am  only  delivering  my  opinion)  ever  to 
reduce  themfelves  to  the  neceffity  of  putting  up 
the  whole  quantity  which  they  may  have  in  their 
own  warehoufes,  of  any  fpecies  of  Tea.  They 
ought  always  to  have  a  Corps  de  referve,  to  bring 
forward  as  occafion  may  require :  and  if  either  the 
Smuggler  or  the  Speculator  fhould  appear — for 
they  are  both  of  them  common  enemies — I  would 
have  it  advance. 

The  Eaft  India  Directors  have  it  in  their  power 
to  lower  the  prices,  at  which  each  fpecies  of  Tea  is 
to  be  offered  to  fale.  Of  this  power  a  good  ufd 
may  frequently  be  made  :  but  it  never  can  fuper- 
fede  the  neceffity  of  an  ample  fupply.  Such  a 
quantity  of  any  fpecies  of  Tea,  as  is  inadequate  to 
the  demand  for  that  fpecies,  though  it  were  put  up 
(according  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  phrafe)  at  nil, 
would  (till  fell  for  too  much. 

With  refpect  to  any  deviation  from  thofe  prices 
which  have  been  fixed  at  the  public  fale,  and  the 
Company's  fubftituting,  upon  any  condition  what* 
ever,  more  moderate  prices,  I  confefs  this  is  a  plan 
which  I  cannot  recommend.    At  prefent,  the  Com* 
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pany  have  no  power  of  felling,  but  by  public  fale : 
and  to  relinquilh  the  price  which  has  been  thus 
given,  and  to  fix  another,  by  private  contract, 
would,  I  apprehend,  be  illegal. 

It  is  true  that  the  Company  did,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fii'ft  part  of  the  September  Sale,  permit  the 
Buyers  to  relinquilh  their  purchafes  :  but  the  goods 
were  again  expofed  to  public  fale. — Even  this 
meafure,  juiHfiable,  or*  rather,  commendable,  as  it 
Was,  upon  fo  fingular  an  occafion,  ought  not  to 
be  lightly  repeated.  For  the  confequence  would 
be,  that  artful  or  indifcreet  bidders  would  give 
high  prices  in  hopes  of  a  future  reduction.  Inftead 
of  fuch  an  indulgence,  they  require  to  be 'taught, 
by  that  beft  teacher  Experience,  a  lefTon  of  honefty 
and  difcretion. 

If  the  Company  were  to  be  allowed  to  fell 
their  goods  by  private  contract,  or  if  the  price  at 
which  they  might  fell  them,  were  to  be  limited,  even 
this  would  anfwer  no  end,  unlefs  they  had  an 
-ample  fjpply  :  for  if  the  Company  fold  an  infuffi- 
cient  quantity  at  a  low  price,  that  infufHcient  quan- 
tity, the  moment  it  had  changed  its  owner,  would, 
according  to  the  natural  courfe  of  trade,  advance  in 
value.  The  confumers  would  be  nothing  benefited. 
It  will,  perhaps,  be  faid,  That  if,  as  a  Tea  dealer,  I 
avowedly  had  bought  my  Tea  cheap  of  the  Com- 
pany, I  undoubtedly  ought  to  fell  it  cheap-,  and 
not  to  comply  with  the  advance  of  the  market. 
This  is  plaufible  theory  :  but  the  commercial  prac- 
tice has  ever  been  to  attend  to  the  market  price : 
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and  as  the  holder  of  any  article  is  obliged  to  fell 
that  article  for  lefs  than  it  coft  him,  if  the  market 
price  of  it  be  lefs,  fo,  if  the  market  price  be  more, 
he  on^ht  to  be  allowed  to  fell  it  for  more.     It  is 

D 

fiirely  fair  that  this  common  principle  of  equity 
mould  be  eftablifhed  between  buyer  and  feller.  But 
I  will  llippofe,  for  a  moment,  that  I  had  bought  at 
any  one  Sale,  or  by  private  contract,  as  much 
Tea  as  would,  according  to  my  ufuai  confumption, 
Jaft  me  till  the  next  Sale,  or  till  any  given  period ; 
and  that,  as  foon  as  the  Sale  was  over,  or  my  pur* 
chafe  was  made,  the  price  of  Tea  fuddenly  and  un- 
expectedly advanced  in  the  market,  and  was  raifed 
by  the  dealer,  in  proportion  to  that  advance :  the 
Eaft  India  Company  declining  to  deliver,  or  being 
unable  to  deliver,  any  more  Tea  at  fo  low  a  price 
as  that  which  I  had  given.  If  I  chofe  to  ftand 
JJngle,  or  to  be  one  of  a  few,  and  not  to  raife  the 
price  of  my  Teas,  I  might  expect  indeed  a  rapid 
demand  for  themi  but  that  demand  would  pre- 
sently exhauft  my  Stock,  and  oblige  me  to  have 
recou rfe  to  the  market. — Here  would  be  an  end  of 
my  patriotic  fupply,  and  I  Ihould  begin  to  fell  as 
my  neighbours  did,  at  a  market  price.  Nothing 
then  can  effectually  prevent  this  advance,  and  in- 
fure  a  continuance  of  low  prices,  but  an  ample  fup- 
ply. That  will,  I  firmly  believe,  correct  thofe  high 
prices,  and  that  prefent  failure  of  the  plan,  which^ 
for  one,  I  feriouQy  deplore. 

Government  has,  indeed,  been  aware  of  the  iron 
portajice  of  this  circumftancea  and  the  Tea  Act 
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^expnefsly  directs,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  Eaft  India  Company  mould  have  a  Stock  of 
Tea  beforehand,  equal  to  one  year's  confumption. 
They  are,  however,  at  prefent,  far  from  having  fuch 
-a  fupply,  efpecially  of  Congou  and  Souchong 
Teas;  and  in  thofe  fpecies  there  has  been  the 
greateft  excefs  of  price. 

By  noticing  this  fcarcity  of  Congou .  and  Sou- 
chong Teas  in  the  Company's  warehoufes,  I  do 
not  mean  to  cenfure  the  Directors  for  it.  But  I 
think  it  is  abfolutely  their  duty — and  I  hope  they 
will  not  be  offended  at  the  freedom  with  which 
I  deliver  my  opinion  upon  this  fubject — to  provide 
themfelves  with  an  ample  fupply  of  each  fpecies 
of  Tea  as  foon  as  poflible.  Fourteen  Ships  will 
probably  arrive  from  China  in  the  year  1786.  The. 
Seventeen  Ships  which  are  expected  before  that 
period  will  not,  I  am  afraid,  furnifh  the  Company 
with  that  abundance  of  each  fpecies  of  Tea  which 
they  ought  to  have.  The  cafe,  however,  is  not 
without  hope  of  remedy.  There  are  already  large 
quantities  of  Tea  upon  the  Continent :  more  are 
expected  to  arrive  there  ;  and  from  thofe  quantities 
the  Eaft  India  Company  ought,  if  poflible,  to 
fupply  themfelves.  This  is  a  point  which  I  have 
prefumed  to  urge  upon  every  occafion  :  for  I  think 
it  is  a  point  of  the  moft  u.nqueftionable  policy, 
and  of  the  utmoft  importance.  By  purchafing  the 
foreign  Teas,  the  legal  market  will  be  furnifhed 
with  that  fupply  which  it  fo  much  (lands  in  need 
of ;  and  the  illegal  market  will  be  deprived  of  its 
G  2  grand 
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grand  and  cuftomary  fource.  Befides  this,  wc 
have  been  told,  by  indifputable  authority,  that  a 
very  considerable  quantity  of  the  foreign  Teas, 
has  bten  offered  to  Tale  much  under  prime  cofh 
By  purchafing  this  Tea,  and  by  actually  fixing  a 
heavy  lols  upon  the  original  importers  of  it,  the 
molt  effect. ial  mechod  would  be  taken  of  inducing 
them  to  give  up  their  China  Trade.  But  if,  by 
fuffering  the  moment  of  cheap  purchafe  to  efcape, 
an  opportunity  mould  be  gi  en  to  the  owners  of 
thofe  Teas  of  felting  them  much  more  advanta- 
geoufly,  they  might  be  thereby  encouraged  to 
renew  their  traffic.  There  is,  indeed,  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  Eaft  India  Directors  have  already 
purchaf.-d  fome  of  the  Foreign  Teas,  (I  fear  at 
much  higher  prices  than  thofe  at  which  they  mjght, 
at  one  time,  have  purchaled  them ;)  and  I  truft 
they  will  nor  negledl  any  opportunity  of  purcha- 
sing more.  Or  if  they  mould  be  furnifhed  with  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  not  purchafing  them,  they  will, 
doubtlefs,  in  their  j unification,  produce  that  reafon 
to  the  Public.  And  if  the  Company  mould  ftand 
in  need  of  any  pecuniary  affiftance,  I  fhould  think 
that  the  Public,  who  have  not  been  backward 
upon  iuch  occafions,  would  readily  alTift  them  now, 
when  it  is  fo  peculiarly  their  intereft  to  do  fo.  I 
would  juft  add,  that  it  feems  to  be  particularly 
neceffary  for  Government  to  exert  themfelves,  at 
this  time,  in  the  prevention  of  Smuggling,  and  to 
watch  the  Coaft  and  the  Counties  upon  it,  as  nar- 
Tpwly  as  pofiib|e.     For  the  more  difficulty  and 
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danger  attend  the  practice  of  Smuggling,  the  more 
readily  will  the  owners  of  foreign  Teas  difpofe  of 
them  upon  moderate  terms  for  the  legal  confumpr 
tion  of  this  Country. 

I  fhall  now  mention  an  alteration  in  the  mode 
of  putting  up  Teas  to  Tale,  which  would,  in  my 
opinion,  tend  to  reduce  the  price  of  them. 

It  has  hitherto  been  cuftomary  to  divide  the 
different  fpecies  of  Tea,  into  lots  containing  diffe- 
rent quantities.  Singlo  Tea,  for  example,  is  Ibid 
in  lots  containing  either  fix  chefts  or  three  chefts: 
Bohea  in  lots  containing  three  chefts,  two  chefts, 
or  one  cheft:  and  it  almoft  conftandy  happens, 
that  the  fmalleft  lots  fell  at  the  higheft  price.  This 
is  eafily  to  be  accounted  for.  The  fmall  lots,  by 
(biting  more  perfons,  admit  more  competitors  than 
the  iaige  onesj  and  therefore  they  are  ufually  run 
up  to  a  higher  price.  Every  Sale  Book,  and,  par- 
ticularly, the  book  of  the  laft  fale,  will  iufficiently 
confirm  this  fact. 

As  it  appears,  then,  that  the  quantity  contained 
in  each  lot  has  an  effect  upon  its  price,  I  would 
propofe  that  the  quantity  (hould  be  doubled.  The 
prelent  lots  are  proportioned  to  the  annual  fale  of 
6,000,000 :  and  lots  of  double  the  fize  will  bear  the 
fame  proportion  to  the  annual  fale  of  12,000,000. 
By  thus  encreafing  the  number  of  packages,  which 
each  lot  is  to  contain,  the  Smuggler,  who  may  be 
difpofed  to  bid  upon,  or  even  to  buy,  the  three  or 
four  firft  lots  of  any  parcel  of  Tea,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  price  of  it,  will  run  a  double  rifk. 

And 
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And  thofe  contefts,  which  too  frequently  take  placi 
in  the  Sale-room,  even  between  fair  buyers,  or,  as 
it  more  frequently  happens,  between  the  brokers 
whom  they  employ,  would  become  more  expenfive, 
and,  confequently,  more  rare.  Nor  let  the  Public 
imagine  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  thefe 
contefts :  for  they  often  raife  the  price  of  the  whole 
parcel,  or,  it  may  be,  of  the  whole  ipecies  of  Tea* 
about  any  lot  or  lots  of  which  the  difpute  happens. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  principal  reafons 
which  induce  me  to  recommend  this  alteration, 
I  think  it  fair  to  acknowledge,  that  I  have  met  with 
fome  refpectable  Dealers,  who  do  not  approve  it. 
The  only  reafons  which  I  recollect  their  having 
produced,  in  favour  of  their  opinion,  are,  that  it 
would  give  an  unfair  advantage  to  the  large 
Dealer;  and  that  as  every  advance  of  id.  per 
pound,  would  amount  to  more  money  upon  a  lot 
confiding  of  twelve  Chefts,  than  it  does  upon  a  lot 
confifting  of  fix  Chefts,  the  lofs  would,  if  the  pur- 
chafe  were  too  dear,  become  greater. 

As  to  the  laft  of  thefe  reafons,  it  is,  as  the  reader 
muft  have  obierved,  one  of  thofe  which  have  in* 
duced  me  to  propofe  the  alteration.  If  fome  ad- 
ditional rifle  fhould  attend  every  advance,  this  evil 
may,  by  the  exercife  of  additional  caution,  be  con- 
verted into  good :  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  would 
Contribute  to  a  reduction  of  price. 

As  to  the  other  objection,  viz.  that  of  its  giving 
an  unfair  advantage  to  the  large  Dealer,  I  can  only 
fay,  that  if  I  thought  it  were  likely  to  have  this 
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tendency,  I  would  not  recommend  it :  for  I  wouKt, 
have  every  perfon  who  was  able  to  purchale  one  of 
the  fmalleft  lots  under  the  old  regulation,  be  able 
to  purchafe  one  of  the  fmalleft  under  the  new : 
but  I  have  already  fhewn,  that  the  fmalleft  lot, 
when  doubled,  would  bear  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  whole  confumption  of  legal  Tea,  which  a  lot 
pf  half  the  fize  did  formerly.  If,  however,  any 
fear  or  fufpicion  of  injury  to  the  fmall  dealer  mould 
jftill  remain,  it  might  perhaps  be  entirely  removed, 
by  doubling  the  larger  lots  only,  and  leaving  the 
fmaller  ones,  as  fmall  as  they  now  are.  I  really 
think  this  is  not  neceifary :  but  ftill  I  would  much 
father  it  mould  be  done  unnecefTarily,  than  than 
any  act  which  has  even  the  appearance  of  injuftice 
or  oppreffion,  fhould  take  place. 

The  alteration  which  I  propofe  would  alfo  tend 
to  Ihorten  the  Sales  :  which — I  fpeak  feelingly — is 
a  very  defirable  object  to  Tea-dealers  :  and,  indeed, 
to  the  Public.  We  are  to  have  at  leaft  five  Sales 
in  a  year,  (including  the  private  Trade  Sale) :  and 
I  am  fure  that  any  perfon  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  fatigue  of  Tea  Sales,  will  not  blame  the  Tea-  ■ 
dealers  for  wifhing  to  curtail  them.  It  is  alio  of 
confequence  to  the  Public  :  for  when  a  Sale  is  once 
begun,  it  is  certainly  their  intereft  to  have  the  Teas 
fold,  and  delivered  for  their  ufe,  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

There  is  an  allowance,  in  favour  of  the  Public, 
which  I  apprehend   the  Eaft  India  Directors  can 
make,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  realonablc 
they  mould  make.     I  mean  the  cuftomary  allow- 
ance 


ance  of  Difcount,  which  ufed  to  be  Six  and  an  half 
per  cent. 

This  is  a  fubject,  concerning  which  an  un- 
fuccefsful  application  was  made  to  the  DirectorSj 
by  the  Tea  -  dealers,  before  the  Tea  Bill  had 
paffed.  And  left  it  mould  be  thought  that  I  now 
renew  the  fubject,  in  the  fpirit  of  vexation  and  dis- 
appointment, I  will  briefly  mention  the  reafon  of 
my  doing  ib.  If  it  mail  appear  to  be  a  matter 
which  concerns  the  Public,  I  mall  be  justified; 
If  it  mould  be  thought  that  the  Public  have  no 
intereft  in  it,  but  that  an  allowance  of  Difcount 
would  prove  beneficial  to  the  Tea-dealer  alone  j 
I  fhall  have  to  apologize  for  having  given  the  Pub- 
lic any  trouble  upon  the  fubject. 

An  allowance  of  Six  and  an  half  per  centum 
upon  the  Sale  Price  of  Teas  had  always  been  al- 
lowed by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to  thofe  pur- 
chafers,  who  fliould  pay  for  their  Goods  upon  the 
fiift  prompt  day,   or  day  of  payment. 

In  all  the  converfations  which  were  held  at  the 
Eaft  India  Houfe,  relative  to  an  alteration  in  the 
price  of  Teas,  it  was  conftantly  underftood — I  am 
ill  re  by  myfelf,  and  I  think  I -may  lay  by  every 
perfon  in  the  Trade- — that  the  cuftomary  deduction 
of  Difcount  would  take  place.  Not  a  word  was 
faid  upon  the  abolition  of  this  allowance ;  and 
therefore  we  might  fairly  infer  its  continuance. 
"When  a  copy  of  the  Tea  Bill  was,  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  printed,  we  were  furprifed 
to  find,  that  we  were  likely  to  be  deprived  of  our 
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Difcount,  We  had  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing. 
We  had  never  fufpected  fuch  a  thing ;  and,  to.  con- 
fefs  the  truth,  we  thought  we  had  not  been  openly 
and  handfomely  treated  in  this  matter.  At  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  Dealers  in  Tea,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved,  that  we  mould  petition  the  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  Direction  for  our  old  allowance. 
Our  Petition  however  was  refufed ;  and  the  reafons 
which  were  given  for  the  refufal  were,  "  That  in 
the  prefent  ftage  of  the  Bill  it  would  be  highly 
inconvenient  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  Prices ; 
and  alfo  that  the  Court  has  it  under  confideration 
to  abolifh  the  allowance  of  Difcount  in  general, 
therefore  cannot  comply  with  the  requeft  of  the 
Tea-dealers  to  fell  Tea  hereafter  fubject  to  Dif- 
count." 

We  certainly  did  not  think  thefe  were  fufficient 
reafons  for  withdrawing  the  Difcount :  and  if  they 
had  been,  in  themielves,  fufficient,  the  circum-' 
ftance  ought  furely  to  have  been  mentioned  to  us 
fooner.  It  was,  however,  ufelefs  to  remonftrate  ; 
and  we  were  filent.  I,  for  one,  would  have  re- 
mained fo,  if  Teas  had  actually  fold  fo  reafonably, 
that  the  confumer  might  purchafe  them  at  the 
prices  which  he  had  been  taught  to  expect.  But 
fince  there  has  undoubtedly  been  a  great  ex- 
cefs  of  price,  and  fince  the  Eaft  India  Company 
have  received  from  the  Public  a  Sum,  which  fo 
far  exceeded  their  expectation,  it  is  furely  equi- 
table that  they  mould  give  to  the  Public  the  cuf- 
t;omary  allowance  of  fix  and  an  half  per  cent. 
There  is  not,  even  the  fhadow  of  a  reafon  for  abo- 
H  lifhing 
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lifhing  it,  at  the  prefent  high  price.  With  refpect 
to  the  Sales  that  are  over,  this  allowance  cannot  be 
made  :  the  Company,  and  the  owners  of  the  pri- 
vate trade  Teas,  muft  keep  the  fum  of  almoft 
66,000  /.  to  which  the  Difcount  upon  thofe  Sales 
would  have  amounted.  I  know  not  whether,  un- 
der the  prefent  Act,  the  Eaft  India  Company  can 
allow  this  Difcount  upon  the  December  Sale.  If 
they  can  do  it,  I  think  they  ought  to  do  it :  If 
they  cannot,  I  think  they  ought  to  apply  to  Parlia- 
ment, as  foon  as  poftible,  for  fuch  an  alteration  in 
the  Ad,  as  will  enable  them  to  allow  Difcount 
hereafter. 

Some  perfons  may  imagine,  that  this  allowance 
would  make  no  difference  to  the  Public,  but  would 
merely  be  added  to  the  profit  of  the  Tea-dealer. 
I  believe  it  would  happen,  in  fome  inftances, 
that  the  Tea-dealers  would  {hare,  and  very  fairly 
fhare,  this  allowance  with  the  Public  ;  but  in  gene- 
ral, the  Public  would  reap  the  whole  advantage  : 
and  in  almoft  all  cafes  the  moft  confiderable  fhare  of 
it:.  The  profit  which  contents  me  now,  would 
content  me  as  well,  if  I  had  my  old  allowance  of 
Difcount.  I  mould  certainly  find  that  the  Tea  coll 
me  fix  and  an  half  per  cent,  lefs  for  that  allow- 
ance, and  I  mould  as  certainly  fell  it  to  the  Public 
fix  and  an  half  per  cent,  cheaper.  Every  Tea- 
dealer  who  means  to  content  himfelf  with  a  rea- 
sonable profit,  and  to  fell  Teas  upon  as  advanta- 
geous terms  as  hjs  neighbours,  would  doutylefs  do 
the  fame. 
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l  am  extremely  defirous  of  proceeding  one  ftep 
further*  and  of  endeavouring  to  provide  for  the 
Public  fome  confolation,  though  every  effort  which 
Government,  the  Eaft  India  Company,  or  the  Tea- 
dealers  can  make,  to  reduce  the  Prices  of  Tea, 
fhould  fail  of  producing  the  defired  effect.  It  is  no 
mean  proof  of  good  Generalfhip  to  draw  advantage, 
even  from  the  failure  of  a  plan :  and  that  is  no  defpi- 
cable  Alchemy  which  converts  a  public  lofs  into 
Gold)  for  the  ufe  of  the  public  treafury. 

It  is  certain  that  great  benefit  was  expected  to 
refult  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  from  the  Tea 
Bill,  even  if  the  propofed  reduction  of  price  had 
immediately  and  completely  taken  place.  Now 
the  benefit  which  would  have  refulted  from  the 
fuccefs  of  the  plan  was  all  that  the  Company  re- 
quired :  they  declare  it  is  all  they  wifh  to  have. 
Is  it  not  then  perfectly  fair,  that  the  extra  fuccefs, 
which  they  reap  at  the  expence  of  the  Public, 
fhould  be  converted  to  the  public  emolument  ? 
Can  the  Eaft  India  Company,  confidently  with 
their  own  declaration,  refufe  fuch  an  equitable 
appropriation  of  the  public  Money  ?  This  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  plan  of  eafy  and  infallible  accom- 
plifhment.  Certain  average  prices  of  each  fpecies 
of  Tea  are  held  out  to  the  Public,  at  which  the 
Eaft  India  Company  can  avowedly  afford  to  fell 
their  Teas,  and  at  which  the  Public  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  they  mould  be  fold.  When  the  Eaft 
India  Company  have  fixed  upon  the  quantities  of 
each  fpecies  of  Tea  which  they  mean  to  put  up 
at  any  Sale,  they  have  only  to   fee  what  fum  of 
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money  thofe  quantities  of  Tea  ought  to  bring  into 
the  Company's  Treafury,  reckoning  each  fpecies 
at  that  price  for  which  the  Company  themfelves  fay 
they  wijh  it  to  fell  ;  and  at  which  the  Public  fay, 
they  expeft  it  to  fell.  Now  whatever  fum  the  Sale 
may  produce,  beyond  that,  which,  according  to  the 
above  fair  mode  of  Calculation,  it  ought  to  do,  is 
absolutely  fo  much  money  paid,  reluctantly,  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  Public,  and  ought  to  be  re* 
ceived,  reluctantly,  into  the  Treafury  of  the  Com- 
pany. To  gratify  each  party,  I  would  therefore 
propofe,  that  a  Bill  mould  be  brought  into  Parlia* 
ment  to  direct,  that  a  very  confiderable  part  of  that 
fum,  which  I  may  call  the  Excefs  of  a  Sale,  fhoukj 
be  applied,  not  to  enrich  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
who  have  no  equitable  claim  to  it,  but  to  the  pub* 
lie  fervice  of  the  Kingdom.  If  my  principle  be 
good,  it  would,  perhaps,  warrant  an  application 
of  the  whole  excefs  to  the  purpofes  of  Govern* 
ment.  But  fo  ftrict  a  rule  as  this,  though  it  might 
be  defended  upon  the  ground  of  Equity,  would 
not,  I  think,  be  perfectly  confident  with  that  fpirit 
of  Liberality,  which  the  Eaft  India  Company  have 
io  often  experienced  from  the  Public. 

As  to  that  precife  Ihare  of  the  excefs  which 
ought  to  be  refunded  by  the  Eaft  India  Company 
to  the  Public,  I  fhall  certainly  leave  that  to  be 
fuggefled  by  thofe,  who  are  better  qualified  to  fug^ 
geit  it.  Nor  fhall  I  prefume  to  fay,  in  what  man- 
ner this  fum  ought  to  be  applied  by  Government, 
I  will  only  obflrve,  that  as  it  fhould  be  looked 
upon  as  a  Sum  which  is  raifed  from  the  Public, 
4  and 
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and  not  as  the  bounty  of  the  Eaft  India  Company* 
it  ought  to  be  applied  in  that  way  which  will  be, 
jnoft  vifibly  to  the  public  advantage. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  propofe  an  ex-poft-facta 
law,  which  fhall  oblige  the  Eaft  India  Company  tq, 
refund  the  very  large  fum  which  they  received^ 
beyond  their  expectation,  from  the  Teas  of  laft  Sale* 
I  believe  they  neither  expected,  nor  could  prevent, 
the  high  prices  which  were  then  given:  and  i£ 
Ithey  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  guarding  the 
Public  againft  a  fimilar  lofs  hereafter,  they  will  pro- 
bably  be  thought,  by  the  Public,  to  have  done  all. 
£hat  it  is  now  in  their  power  to  do.  Nor  is  it 
merely  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when  the  prices  of 
Tea  are  avowedly  much  too  high,  that  fuch  a  fecu-. 
rity  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Public.  Circum- 
{lances  may  unexpectedly  arife,  even  when  the  plan 
for  reducing  the  prices  of  Tea,  has  been  brought 
to  perfection,  which  may  caufe  fuch  an  advance  as 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  Public.  The  Eaft 
India  Company  aim  at  a  monopoly  of  Tea :  and 
care  fhould  therefore  be  taken,  that  when  they 
become  Monopolists,  and  there  ihall  be  no  Euro- 
pean market,  to  which,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  we  can 
appiy,  they  may  not  employ  their  power  to  the 
public  difadvantage. 

The  act  has  taken  care — and,  indeed,  very  pro- 
perly— that  the  Eaft  India  Company  cannot  be; 
injured:  they  have  a  right  to  put  up  their  Teas,  at 
fuch  prices,  that  they  cannot  lefe  by  them.  Let 
the  Public  alfo  be  taken  care  of;  and  let  any  ex- 
cefs  of  price,  which  they  may  at  any  time  chance 
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to  pay  for  their  Teas,  be  converted,  as  it  undoubfc 
edly  ought  to  be,  to  their  own  ufe. 

As  to  the  other  objections  which  are  made  againfl: 
the  Tea  Act,  or  rather,  as  I  ought  in  this  place  to 
term  it,  againft  the  Window  Ad,  it  is  clear  that 
the  reduction  of  price  would,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
move them :  the  pecuniary  compenfation  for  the 
additional  Window  Tax  would  become  greater; 
and  the  Public  would,  I  hope,  in  confider?.tio?.  of 
the  other  advantages  of  this  Act,  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  enumerate,  be  reconciled  to  a  Com- 
mutation, which,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  mould  not 
be  completely  adequate. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  perfectly  equitable,  though 
not,  perhaps,  perfectly  popular,  to  diftinguifh  the 
prefent  enemies  of  the  Tea  Bill  into  two  Claffes. 
The  one  mould  contain  thofe  who  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  drink  fmuggled  Tea:  the  other,  the 
Confumers  of  duty-paid  Tea.  It  is  certain  that 
molt  of  thofe  perfons  who  ufed  to  drink  fmuggled 
Tea  will  find  themfelves  much  worfe  off  than 
they  were  before  :  but  every  complaint  from  that 
quarter,  proves,  not  the  injuflice,  but  the  equity 
and  the  Efficacy  of  the  Bill :  and  the  melancholy 
Fact,  that  at  leaft  half  the  Tea  which  was  confumed 
in  this  Kingdom  did  not  pay  any  duty  at  all,  jufti- 
fies  our  fuppofing  that  this  Clafs  of  complainants 
muft  be  very  numerous. 

I  am,  however,  far  from  imagining,  that  every 
perfon  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  fupply  himfelf 
with  fmuggled  Tea,  is  become  an  enemy  to  the 
prefent  Bill.  There  are  doubtlefs  many,  who,  not- 
withstanding 
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withftanding  they  had  reconrfe  to  an  illegal  market, 
whilft  fuch  a  market  notorioufly  exiited,  would 
cheerfully  contribute  a  larger  fum  than  that  which 
the  Tea  Act  will  require  from  them,  if,  by  lb 
doing,  they  could  cruih  a  trade,  which,  they  are 
ready  to  own,  is  mod:  injurious  to  this  Country. 
Thefe  perfons  will  be  fatisfied,  provided  an  equal 
market  be  eftabhfhed  for  all  the  confumers  of  Tea  ; 
but  if  there  be  two  markets,  they  will  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  chespeft. 

The  complaints  which  may  come  from  the  other 
clafs,  undoubtedly  merit  the  moft  ferious  atten- 
tion ;  and  ever  will  do  fo,  till  all  juft  caufe  for 
thofe  complaints  fhall  be  removed,  by  the  actual 
accomplishment  of  that  reduction  of  the  price  of 
Tea,  which  the  Act  gave  us  reafon  to  expect. 

If  when  the  price  of  Tea  fhall  be  reduced  as  low 
as  it  ought  to  be,  it  mould  appear  that  the  ad- 
ditional Window  Tax  is  not  raifed  as  equitably  as 
poffible,  but  that  it  preflfes  more  hardly  upon  any 
particular  clafs,  than,  in  juftice,  it  ought  to  do,  I 
confefs  that  this  is  an  objection  which  defcrves  to 
be  attended  to,  and  to  be  removed :  and  if  expe- 
rience mould  point  out  a  more  equitable  diftribu- 
tion.of  the  Window  Tax,  or  even  a  more  eligible 
fubftitution  for  the  duty  which  is  taken  oflTfrom 
Tea,  I  truft  that  the  prefent  Miniiter,  or  indeed 
any  other,  would  be  happy  to  adopt  it. 

I  have  not  yet  mentioned  what  would  certainly 
remove,  in  an  inftant,  moft  of  the  objections 
which  are  urged  againft  the  Tea  Act :  I  mean  its 
repeal,  and  the  reltoration  of  the  old  Tea  duty : 

but 
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but  this  is  a  remedy,  at  which,  diverting  myfelf, 
as  I  think  I  can  do,  of  my  perfonal  intereft  as  a 
Tea-dealer,  I  confefs  I  tremble.  Of  all  the  victo- 
ries which  Smugglers  have  ever  gained— and  they 
have  been  too  often  victorious — this  would  be  the 
inoft  fignal :  the  Revenue  would  probably  receive 
iuch  a  wound  that  the  expence  of  healing  it  might 
far  exceed  even  the  additional  Window  Tax :  all 
the  Eaft  India  Companies  in  Europe  would  flourifh 
— except  our  cwn :  and  bonfires  would  not  only 
illumine  the Britifh  coaft,  but  alfo  blaze  on  theCon- 
tinent,  from  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  to  the  fhores  of 
the  Baltic.  Befides,  thofe  perfons  who  anxioufly  call 
tout  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Tea  Act,  and  who,  to  make 
life  of  their  own  expreffion,  "  wifli  that  things  might 
be  as  they  were  before,"  feem  to  forget,  that  a  repeal 
of  the  Tea  Act  would  by  no  means  place  things  in 
their  former  fituation.  I  believe  I  might  venture 
to  affert,  that  neither  the  old  Window  Tax,  nor 
the  old  Duty  upon  Tea,  would,  now,  bring  in* 
any  thing  like  what  they  formerly  did.  The  Win- 
dow Tax  certainly  would  not ;  for  the  number  of 
windows  has,  in  confequence  of  the  additional  Tax, 
been  very  much  reduced.  A  repeal  of  that  ad^ 
ditional  Tax  would  not  open  all  of  them.  And, 
with  refpect  to  the  Duty  upon  Tea,  if,  before 
perfons  had  been  accuflomed  to  buy  legal  Tea  at  a 
low  price,  they  were  inclined  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
Smuggler,  they  would  be  much  more  difpofed  to 
do  fo,  when  the  great  advance  which  would  take 
iplace  upon  the  prefent  price  of  Teas,  would  point 


out  to  them,  more  forcibly  than  ever,  the  advan* 
tage  of;  Smuggling. 

Having  now  pointed  out,  as  well  as  I  am  able, 
thofe  methods  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  mod  likely 
to  correal  xhzprefent  failure  of  the  Tea  Act ;  to. 
-remote  the principal  objections  that  are  made  to  it; 
and  ^fender  it  productive  of  the  good  purpofes  for 
which  it  was  framed,  'I  have  executed  the  tafk 
which  I  had  undertaken. 

Withrefpect  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe- 
cuted, I  am  perfectly  aware  how  much  I  (hall 
fland  in  need  of  the  public  indulgence.  Want  of 
leifure  is,  it  muft  be  confefied,  in  general,  a  very 
trivial  excufe  :  and  he  who  prefumes  to  write  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  Public,  and  has  not  leifure 
to  write  carefully,  may  juftly  be  afked,  why  he 
attempts  to  write  at  all.  My  object  was,  merely 
to  convey  to  the  Public,  upon  a  fubjcct  which 
fo  much  concerns  them,  all  the  information 
that  it  was  in  my  power  to  give.  And  I  truft 
their  candour  will  make  fome  allowance  for  a 
perfon,  who  has  literally  been  able  to  find  no  time 
for  writing,  except  thofe  hours,  which,  after  the  fa- 
tigue of  Eufinefs,  he  has  ftolen  from  reft.  To  the 
horas  fubfecivas  of  the  day,  I  have  long  been  a 
ftranger. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  progrefs,  I  have  had  fre- 
quent occafion  to  confider  the  conduct  of  others. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  do  this  with  a  ftrict  regard 
to  truth  :  and  I  (hall  be  forry  if,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  have  done  it,  I  have  rendered 
truth  offenfive.     I  wifli  to  be  treated  with  the  fame 

I  freedom, 
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freedom,  with  which  I  have  treated  others.  I  mall 
acknowledge,  without  hefitation,  the  error  of  any 
opinion  which  I  have  delivered,  as  foon  as  I  am 
convinced  of  it :  and  I  (hall  very  gladly  fee  any  in- 
formation which  I  have  given,  difplaced  by  better. 
For  as  the  facetious  Knight  valued  himfelf,  not 
only  for  his  own  wit,  but  alio  for  that  which  he 
cauied  in  others,  fo  mall  I  receive  fatisfaction,  not 
only  from  any  ufeful  information  that  I  myfelf  may 
have  been  able  to  give,  but  alfo  from  that  better 
information  which  even  my  own  errors  may  draw 
from  others. 


FINIS. 


The  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company 
have  lately  diftributed  a  **  Report  of  Proceedings 
u  refpecling  the  Sale  and  Prices  of  Tea,  fince  the 
w  alteration  of  the  Duties  thereon.**  This  Report 
is,  in  my  opinion,  not  lefs  fallacious,  with  refpect 
to  the  Public,  than  injurious  to  the  Dealers  in  Tea. 
I  (hall  therefore  publifh,  in  a  few  days,  fome  re* 
marks  upon  it. 
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